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Ces, disean Mr. Everett 1v Cawwa.—The Paris Presse publish- 
pm Om Ge A esa letter from China, brought by the last Indian 
) a mail, stating that Mr. Everett, the American envoy, 
pte depth had been received with great pomp and ceremony by 
y ee = Ki-Ing, the imperial commissioner and had partaken 

un 


of a grand banquet specially prepared in his honor.— 
Mr. Everett, in the course of the dinner, proposed the 
health of the emperor of China. and the imperial com- 
‘missioner proposed that of the president of the United 
States. A very friendly feeling was manifested by 
Ki-Ing and the other official personages towards the 
Americans. After having thus formally opened dip- 
omatic relations between the United States and the 
elestial empire. Mr. Everett and his suite took their 
departure from China on board the Vincennes. 
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| Mr. Wuearton. Paris papers say:—‘‘At a recent 
meeting of the academy of moral and political sci- 
Nences, in Paris, Mr. Wheaton, until lately United 
States minister to Berlin, read a paper on the right of 
uccession to Denmark, Schleswig and Holstein—a 
ubject which excited, some little time ago, immense 
onmotion m Germany. Mr. Wheaton stated his 
Sppinion to be that the right of women to succeed to 
1¢ throne of Denmark was perfectly clear; that their 
ight lo succeed to the Duchy of Schleswig was doubt- 
|; but that they certainly could not according to the 
cient, and existing laws, succeed to Holstein. 

' On the 17th inst., the United States minister and 
Mr. Wheaton were received by the King.” 
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> Com. Bropie anp Tue Japanese. A periodical pub 
shed at the Hague, Holland, under the patronage of 
e government, anc specially devoted to Asiatic 
atters, on the 25d Feb., praises in the highest terms 
e moderation and prudence of the American com- 
lodore Biddle on his recent visit to Japan. Both he 
Dc his mission were treated so disrespectfully (the 
panese goverament positively refusing to receive 
i or the president's letter) that he might have been 
cused had he tried the efficacy of cannon ball and 
npowder. But had he done so, it is said, that he 
buld have retarded for years the opening of Japan 
his country’s commerce, whereas his moderation 
sgiven the Japanese the highest opinion of the na- 
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ards it. Similar praise is bestowed upon the 
euch Admiral. The article is written by a gentle- 
iwho has long resided in Japan, as docter to the 
ich factory. It appeats that the King of Hol- 
d has strongly recommended the emperor of Japan 
hrow open his country to Europeans, so as not to 
the risk of being bombarded into civilization like 
Chinese. 
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‘ERAL Orvers, 2 Heapauanrrers oF THE Army, 
No. 20. Tampico, February 19, 1847. 
-Itmay well be apprehended that many grave 
heés not provided for in the act of congress ‘‘es- 
ishing rules and articles for the government of the 
les of the United States,” approved April 10, 1806 
be again committed, by or upon individuals of 
Parmies in Mexico, pending the existing war be- 
ithe two republics. Allusion is here made to 
ities, any of which, if committed within the Uni- 
States or their organized territories, would of 
ebe tried and severely punished by the ordina- 
rcivil courts of the land. 
Assassination, murder, malicious stabbing or 
ing, rape, malicious assault and battery, robbe- 
eft; the wanton desecration of churches, ceme- 
*, or other religious edifices and fixtures; and the 
*tion, except by order of a superior officer, of 
or private property, are such offences. 

The good of the service, the honor of the Uni- 
rates, and the interests of humanity, imperiously 
d that every crime enumerated above should be 
ly punished. 

ut the written code, as above, commonly eall- 

— and articles of war,” provides for the 
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punishment of not one of those crimes, even when 
committed by individuals of the army upon the per- 
sons or property of other individuals of the same, ex- 
cept in the very restricted case in the 9th of those 
articles; nor for like outrages, committed by the same 
individuals, upon the persons or property of a hostile 
country, except very partially, in the 5lst, 52d, and 





ooth articles; and the same code is absolutely silent 
as to all injuries which may be inflicted uvon individ- | 
uals of the army, or their property, against the laws | 
of war, by individuals of a hostile country. 

5. Itis evident that the 99th article, independent | 
of any reference to the restriction in the 87th, is 
wholely nugatory in reaching any one of those high 
crimes. 

6. For all the offences, therefore, enumerated in 
the second paragraph above, which may be commit- 
ted abroad, in, by, or upon the army, a supplemental 
code is absolutely needed. 

7. That unwriten code is martial law, as an ad- 
dition to the written military code, prescribed by con- 
gress in the rules and articles of war, and which un- 
written code all armies, in hostile countries, are for- | 
ced to adopt, not only for their own safety, but for the 
protection of the unoffending inhabitants and their 
property, about the theatre of military operations, | 
against injuries contrary to the laws of war. 

8. From the same supreme necessity, martial law | 
is hereby declared, as a supplemental code in and | 
about all camps, posts, aud hospitals which may be | 
occupied by any part of the forces of the United 
States in Mexico, and in and about all columns, es- 
corts, convoys, guards, and detachments of the said 
forces, while engaged in prosecuting the existing war 
in and against the said republic. 

9. Accordingly, every crime enumerated in para- 
graph No. 2, above, whether committed—1l. By any 
inhabitant of Mexico, sojourner or traveller therein 
upon the person or property of any individual of the 
United States forces, retainer, or follower of the same: 
2d. By any individual of the said forces, retainer, 
or follower of the same, upon the person or property 
of any inhabitant of Mexico, sojourner, or traveller 
therein: or 3. By any individual of the said forces, 
retainer, or follower of the same, upon the person or 
property of any other individual of the said forces, re- 
tainer, or follower of the same, shall be duly tried 
and punished under the said supplemental code. 

10. For this purpose it is ordered that all offenders 
n the matter aforesaid shall be promptly seized and 
confined, and reported for trial before military com- 
missions, to be duly appointed as follows: 

]1. Every military commission under this order 
will be appointed, governed, and limited, as prescrib- 
ed by the 65th, 66th, 67th, and 97th of the said rules 
and articles of war; and the proceedings of such com- 
missions will be duly recorded, in writing, reviewed, 
revised, disapproved, or approved, and the sentences 
executed—all is in the cases of the proceedings end 








sentences of courts-martial: provided, that no military 
commission shall try any case clearly cognizable by 
any court-martial; and provided, also, that no sen- 
tence of a military commission shall be put in execu- 
tion against any individual whatsoever which may not | 
be, according to the nature and degree of the offences | 
as established by evidence, in conformity with known 
punishment in like cases in some one of the States of | 
the United States of America. 

12. This order will be read at the head of every | 
company of the United States’ forces serving in Mex- 
ico, or about to enter on that theatre of war. 

By command of Major Gen. Scorr: 

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 

Navy Aproiwtments —The following promotions 
and appointments have been made by the president, 
under the provision of the act of congress of 2d March 
1847, for the increase of the marine corps, which 
separates the staff from the line of said corps:— 

Captains. First Lieutenant Francis C. Hall, vice 
Park G. Howle, adjutant and inspector. 

First Lieutenant Geo. H. Terrett, vice Geo. W. | 
Walker, paymaster. 
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First Lieutenant Wm. E. Stark, vice Augs. A. Nic- 
holson, quartermaster. 

First Lieut. Nath. S. Waldron, vice Geo. F. Linde 
say, assistant quartermaster. 

First Lizurenants.—Second Lieut. Wm. L. Shut- 
tleworth, vice F. C. Hall. 

Second Lieut. Jos. W. Curtis, vice G. H. Terrett. 

Second Lieut. Robt. Tansill, vice W. EK. Stark. 

Second Lieut. John C. Grayson, vice N. S. Wal- 
dron. 

Seconn Lrevrenanrs.—Chas. Alexander Hender- 
son, vice W. J. Shuttleworth. 

John Stricker Nicholsons, vice J. L. Curtis. 

A. Satterthwaite Nicholson, vice R. Tansill. 

Geo. I. Lindsay, jr., vice J. C. Grayson. 

LIST OF TIE REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENTS, AT WASHINGTON 
Great Britain. —The Right Honorable Richard Pak- 
enham, Envoy Extraordinary and minister pk nipoten- 
tiary. 

Mr. John Fienne Crampton, Secretary of legation, 

Mr. Wm. Garrow Lettsom, First Attache. 

Mr. John Bidwell, Second Attache. Gone. 

France.—Mr. Alphonse Joseph Yves Pageot, Minis- 
ter plenipotentiary, ad interim. 

Mr. A. Sampayo, Secretary. 

Mr. Geo. Serurier, Secretary of legation. 

Russia.—Mr. Alexander de Bodisco, Envoy Extro- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary. 

Mr. Edward de Stoeckl, first Secretary of legation. 

Mr. de Gramer, secund Secretary of legation. 

Netherlands.—The Chevalier Francois Mathieu 
Wenceslas Testa, Charge d’ Affaires. 

The Argentine Confederation.—The brigadier gene- 
ral Don Carlos de Alvear, Minister Plenipotentiary 
and extraordinary. 

Don Emilo de Alvear, Secretary of legation. 

Brazil.—The Chevalier Gaspar Jose de Lisboa, En- 
voy Extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. 

M. Filippe Pereira Leal, Seeretary of Legation. 

Chili. —Don Manuel Carvallo, Envoy Extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary. 

Don Francisco 8. Astaburugo, Secretary of lega- 
tion. 

Don Daniel Frost and Don Tenon Freire, Attaches. 

Peru.—Doctor Don Joaquim Jose Osma, minister 
plenipotentiary. 

Messrs. Carreno and Valle Riestra, Attaches. 

Spain.—Don A. Calderon dela Barea, Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipatentiary. 

Don Fidencio Bourman, secretary. 

Don Rodrigo Tavira, Attache. 

Portugal.—The commander J. C. De Figaniere Mo- 
rao, minister resident. 

Don Francisco de Menezes de Brito do Rio, Atta 
che. 

Sweden.—The Chevalier H. de Lovenshiold, Charge 
d’ Affaires. 

Denmark.—Mr. Steen Bille, Charge d’Affaires. 

Mr. Torben Bilk, Attache. 

Belgium. M. Beauline, Charge d’Affaires. 

Prussia.—Baron Von Gerolt, minister resident. 

-lustria.— The Chevalier Hulsemenn, Charge d’Af- 
faires. 

The two Sicilies.—The Chevalier Don Rocco Mart- 
uscelli, Charge d’Affaires.— Pennsylvanian. 


OFFICIAL 





NAVY JOURNAL. 
Navat Scuoo..—Commander Geo. P. Upshur, U. 
S. N., has been ordered to Annapolis, Md., to take 
the superintendence of the naval school at that place 
recently vacated by commander Franklin Buchanan, 
ordered to the sloop of war Germantown. We have 
reason to believe that commodore Upshur would have 
greatly preferred sea service, but the department, no 
doubt, estimating the value of his qualifications for 
the important post assigned him, willed it otherwise. 
He left Norfolk (his home on shore) on Monday, for 
his new station. 
The U. S. steam frigate Allegany, Capt. Hunter, 
arrived at Memphis. Tenn., from Pittsburg, on thé 


‘Ast inst.— Norfolk Herald. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RETWEEN THE WAR DEPABTMENT 

; AND GEN. TAYLOR. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

1 communicate herewith a report of the secretary of 
war, with the accompanying documents in answer to 
the resolution of the house of representatives of the 
Ist instant, requesting the president ‘‘to communt- 
cate to the house of representatives all the corres- 
pondence with General Taylor since the commence- 
ment of hostilities with Mexico which has not yet 
been published, or which may not be deemed detri- 
mental to the public service; also the correspondence 
of the quartermaster general in relation to trans- 
portation for General Taylor’s army; also the re- 
ports of Brigadier Gens. Hamer and Quitman of the 
operations of their respective brigades on the 21st of 
September last.” 

Assome of these documents relate to military 
operations of our forces which may not have been 
fully executed, [ might have deemed it proper to 
withhold parts of them under the apprehension that 
their publication at this time would be ‘detrimental 
to the public service,” but I am satisfied that these 
operations are now so far advanced, and that the 
enemy has already received so much information 
from other sources in relation to the intended move- 
ments of our army, as to render this precaution 


unnecessary. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
Washington, Feb’y. 27, 1847. 


War Department, Feb. 27, 1847. 

Sir: Pursuant to your direction, | have caused to 
be copied, and herewith transmit to you, the cor- 
respondence called for by the resojution of the 
house of representatives passed the Ist of this 
month. 

The documents are numerous, and an attempt has 
been made so to arrange them as to bring together 
letters relating to the same subjects; but it has been 
found impracticable to carry this out to the fullest 
extent. in regard to the correspondence with Gen. 
Taylor, from one to two months usually intervened 
between the date of the letters written by and to 
him, and the receipt of the answers; and within that 
period, several other letters upon different subjects 
were sent and received. Had a strictly chronologi- 
cal order of the correspondence been observed in 
the arrangement, many different subjects would 
have been introduced between the letters and the 
replies to them. An attempt has been made to 
bring together the letters and the replies, and it has 
been done toa considerable extent in regard to 
those which have reference to the campaign and to 
military movements. ‘Those which relate to trans- 
portation have also been brought together as far as 
practicable. 

Among the letters embraced in the eall, several, 
merely formal, such, for instance, as enclosed re- 
turns, proceedings of courts martial, &c., have not 
been copied; but the dates are given, and their con 
tents briefly stated in the accompanying synopsis. 

In the correspondence of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment in reference to transportation, only letters 
and parts of letters reluting particularly to that sub- 
ject nave been selected. 

In answer to that part of the resolution which 
calls for “the reporis of Brigadier Generals Hamer 
and Quitman of the operations of their respective 
brigades on the 21st of September last,” J have the 
honor to state that no such reports have been re- 
ceived at this department, nor have any other reports 
from these generals been received, except those of 
the 28th of that month, which have been already 
published. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W.L. MARCY. 

The President of the United States. 

War Department, Washington, May 30, 1846. 

Sir: Enclosed 1 transmit an order assigning you to 
duty according to your rank as brevet major general. 
I also send youa copy of a letter from the president, 
the original of which, with your commission, has 
been fowarded by this day’s mail. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, Secretary of War. 

Brevet Major General Z. Taylor. 


Washington City, May 30, 1846. 
Sir: I transmit to you herewith a commission as 
major general by brevet in the army of the United 
States, conferred upon you for gallant conduct and 
distinguished services in the successive victories 
over superior Mexican forces at Palo Alto and 
Resaca de Ja Palma, on the 8th and 9th days of May, 


1846. 








receipt of official intelligence from the scene of your 
achievements, to confer upon you, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, this testimonial of 
the estimate which your government places upon 
your skill and gallantry. To yourself and the brave 
officers and soldiers under your co..mand the grati- 
tude of the country is justly due. 


It gave mie sincere pleasure, immediately upon the} 


Our army have 
fully sustained their deservedly high reputation and 
added another bright page to the history of Ameri- 
can valor and patriotism. ‘They have won new lau- 
rels for themselves and for their couutry. My con 
fidence in them never faltered. The battles of Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma rank among our most 
brilliant victories, and will long be remembered by 
the American people. When alli the details of these 
battles and of the noble defence of the camp opposite 
to Matamoros shall have been received, it will be 
my pleasure, as it will be my grateful duty, to ren- 
der to the officers and men under your command sui 
table testimonials for their conduct in the brilliant 
victories which a superintending Providence has en- 
abled them to achieve for their country. 

In transmitting to you this commission, and in 
communicating to the officers and scldiers under 
your command my prefound sense of their meritori 
ous service, | but respond to the patriotic enthusiasm 
manifested by the people in behalf of their brave 
defenders. Whilst my warmest thanks ere tendered 
to the survivors, the nation mourns the loss of the 
brave officers and soldiers who fell in defence of 
their country upon the field of victory. Their 
names also shall be remembered and appropriate 
honors be paid to their memory, by a grateful coun. 
try. 

You will cause this communication to be made 
known to the army under your command. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
To Brevet Major General Z. Taylor, commanding 
United States army on the Rio Grande. 
Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Matamoros, Mexico, May 20, 1846. 

Sir: On the 26th of April, I had occasion to ad- 
vise the department that hostilities had actually bro- 
ken out, and that in consequence I had found it ne- 
cessary to use the authority with which I was vested, 
and call upon the governors of Louisiana and Texas 
for a force cach of four regiments. The eight regi- 
ments thus called for would make a force of nearly 
5,000 men, which 1 deemed sufficient to meet the 
wants of the service in this quarter. 

At the same time that I wrote to the governor of 
Louisiana requesting this volunteer force, I addressed 
a letter to General Gaines, desiring him to assist in 
organizing these regiments, and having them proper- 
ly supplied. In my communication to the governor, 
the organization was very exactly prescribed, being 
that indicated from your office on the 25th of August, 
1845. I find, however, that this organization has 
been exceeded, and moreover that General Gaines 
has called for many more volunteers than I deemed 
necessary, extending the call to other states besides 
Louisiana. It will, of course, be for the government 
to decide whether the future operations in this quar- 
ter will require the amount of force (entirely un- 
known) which is coming hither. I only desire to 
say that this reinforcement, beyond the eight regi- 
ments mentioned above, was never asked for by me, 
and that, in making the call of the 26:h of April, I 
well knew that if the Mexicans fought us at all, it 
would be before the arrival of the volunteers.— 
It was for the purpose of clearing the river, and per 
forming such further service as the government 
might direct, that 1 thought it proper to ask for rein- 
forcements. 

Itis extremely doubtful whether the foot regi- 
ments from Texas can be raised, and I shall desire 
the governor, who is expected here, to suspend the 
califor them. None of the mounted companies, 
except Captain Price’s, already in service, have re- 
ported to me. 

I fear that the volunteers have exhausted the sup- 
ply of tents deposited in New Orleans for the use of 
this army. We are greatly in want of them, and | 
must request that immediate measures be taken to 
send direct to Brazos Santiago, say 1,000 tents for 
the use of the army in the field. The tents of the 
7th infantry were cut up to make sand-bags during 
the recent bombardment of fort Brown. 

l am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. Br. Gen. U. S. A. Comd’g. 

The Adjutant General of the Army, 

Washington, D.C. 





Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Matamoros, Mexico, May 21, 1846. 





| ——=_—===-. 
policy of the government in regard to operations in 
this quarter, modified as they perhaps have been b 

the recent defeat of the Mexican army, I have the 
honor respectfully to solicit further instructions for 
my guidance. 

Our future movemants must depend ina great 
degree, on the extent to which the Rio Grande js 
navigable for steamboats, and I fear that My expec. 
tations in this particular will not be realized — 
Though, at times, navigable as high as Camargo or 
even Mier, it is doubtful whether a boat can now be 
pushed higher than Reinosa. Indeed, the “Neyg» 
which is in the river and accompanied the ex pedi- 
tion under General Smith, has not yet reached this 
place, though hourly expected. Could we establish 
and keep up by water a depot at Camargo, opera. 
tions might be carried on in the valley of the San 
Juan towards Monterey, the first city of importance 
in thatuirection, A direct movement from this point 
to Monterey would require vast transportation, chief. 
ly by pack mules, and would moreover be hazardous 
in summer on account of the scarcity of water, part 
ofthe route being supplied by wells only. The 
country between this and Monterey, by whatever 
route, cannot support an army. 

I shall lose no time in ascertaining the practica. 
bility of the river for steamboats, and shall oceupy 
Reinosa and such other points as a boat may be able 
to reach. 

All the cavalry, regular and irregular, of the army, 
under command of Lieut. Col. Garland, is in pursuit 
of the retreating army to harass its rear and cap. 
ture prisoners and baggage. We have no authentic 
intelligence from the lieutenant colonel since his de- 
parture—deserters, however, are coming in from the 
Mexicans. 

Lieut. Col. Wilson’s battalion, Ist infantry, with 
some 200 volunteers, was at Burita on the 17th, and 
has since been reinforced by Gen. Smith with about 
700 Louisiana volunteers. This column is orJered 
to move up the right bauk of the river, and I look 
hourly for its arrival. 

A large amount of public stores, chiefly ordnance, 
has been found concealed in this town. We are 
gradually recovering it from the places where it 
was hidden. Two field pioces, several hundred mus- 
kets, and 200 shells are among the articles reco- 
vered. 

J am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. Brig. Gen. U. S. A., Comd’g. 
-The Adjutant General of the Army, 
Washington, D.C. 





War Department, Washington, June 8, 1846. 
Sir: You will have received before this will reach 
you, a brevet commission of major general, and the 
president’s order assigning you to the command of 
the army on the Kio Grande, according to your bre- 
vetrank. It is the president’s intention to continue 
you in that command, and to commit to you the con- 
duet in the ensuing ca: paign. 

Owing to the irregular proceedings of General 
Gaines, in mustering into service volunteers wilh- 
out authority, it is impossible for the department to 
tell at this time, what amount of force you have 
under your command; but such as you have, it is not 
doubted, you will employ to the best advantage in 
prosecuting vigorous operations against Mexico. 
lu my letter of the 28th ult., you were left to your 
own discretion and judgment, as to the measure to 
be pursued before the end of the unfavorable sea- 
son shall be passed, and it is not now intended to 
control that discretion. You best know what a 
mount of force you will have under your com: 
mand, and what can be best accomplished with (hal 
force. : 

It is presumed you will hold both banks of the Rio 
Grande to a considerable distance from its mouth, 
and secure the uninterrupted use of that river for (he 
transportation of supplies. 1 hope you will be able 
to take and hold in possession ali places on it, as high 
[up as Laredo. 

It is proper that I should advise you that a cons 
derable force, which will be also und: r your com: 
mand, will soon assemble at San Antonio de Besal. 
The ultimate destination of this force is Chihuahua, 
if it should be determined that such an expedition 
would have a favorable operation in the conduct 0 
the war; but it might be at once used to take aD 
secure the several places on the Rio Grande— 
Though we have no despatch from you since thos? 
giving an account of the battles on the 8th and 
of May, we have such information as induces 'b? 
belief that you are in possession of Matamoros, ®? 
that you are not now threatened with any consider 
ble Mexican force. It is desirable that you shoul 
find yourself in sufficient strength to capture 4 











Sir: Not being fully in possession of the views or 


hold Monterey with your present force. 
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apprized that jarge reinforcements are preparing to 
join you, Besides. the regular forces now under 
our command, and which will be speedily augment- 
ed, you will soon have nearly twenty thousand volun- 
teers, {ieeludiog those to rendezvous at San Anto- 
nio de Bexar,) who are to serve for one year. Your 
determination as to immediate movements will, 
therefore, be somewhat influenced by the consider 
ation of the additional force which will soon join 

u. 

°Much apprehension is felt as to what is called the 
unhealthy season. All agree that it is sickly on the 
coast, and it is the general opinion that it is healthy 
in the interior. Your positions should have a parti- 
cular reference to this consideration. All the towns 
on the Rio Grande above Matamoros are represented 
to be healthy, and Monterey, in the interior, parti- 
cvlarly so; it is therefore hoped that you may be 
enabled to place a considerable part of your troops 
in these towns until the fall campaign shall open.— 
In taking positions, | scarcely need observe that the 
means of getting supplies, transporting munitions of 
war, a8 Well as the ability to keep open the chan- 
nels by which these supplies and munitions are to 
be furnished, are points to be well considered. Your 
information as to the precticability of effecting 
these objects, and as to the probable ability of the 
enemy to interrupt your lines of communication, and 
to oppose formidable obstacles to your controlling 
both banks of the river and to taking and holding 
Monterey, is far better than any which can be obtain- 
ed here. 

Ihave nothing to add to what was said in my last 
letter to you in regard to retaining in service those 
now with you who have engaged fora less term than 
You will not discharge, until the end of 


under the act of the ]3th May last, if thay can be 


_ advantageously employed in carrying on your imme- 
_ diate operations. 


The president is desirous of receiving, and hopes 


! soon to be favored with your views and suggestions 


in relation to the fall campaign. His determination 
istohave the war prosecuted with vigor, and to 


' embrace, in the objects to be compassed in that came 
| paign, such as will dispose the enemy to desire an 


end ofthe war. Shall the campaign be conducted 


| with the view of striking at the city of Mexico, or 


Y LOR, 
4., Comd’g. 


pn, D.C. 


une 8, 1846. 
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confined so far as regards the forces under your im- 
_ mediate command to the northern provinces of Mex- 
‘icv? Your views on this point will doubtless have 


an important influence upon the determination of the 
government here. Should our army penetrate far 


‘into the interior of Mexico, how are supplies to be 
‘obtained? Can they be, to any considerable extent, 


drawn from the enemy’s country, or must they be 
obtained from the United States? If the latter, what 
are the facilities and difficulties of transportation?— 


These are very important questions, and the answers 


to them will have an essential bearing in settling the 
plan and objects of the campuign; and it is desired 
nw you should express your views fully in regard to 
them. 

Again: it is important to know your opinion of the 
description of troops best adapted to operations in| 
the interior of Mexico; what proportion should be 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry, &c.? A peace must 
be conquered in the sliortest space of time practica- 
ble. Your views of the manner of doing it are re- 
juested. It is not doubted that you wil! push your 
dvantages to the utmost extent it can be done with 
hé means at your command. 

With this you will receive a statement of the vo- 
unteer force which itis proposed to muster forth- 

ith into service, the description thereof, and the 
places designated for rendezvous. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. MARCY, 

Secretary of War. 
lajor Gen. Taylor, comd’g. army of occupation on 

the Rio Grande, Texas. 


HeEapQuaRTERS OF THE ARMY. 
Washington June, 12, 1846. 

Str: Having been assigned to duty in your present 
sition, according to your higher brevet rank, by 

der of the president of the United States, it is his 
@'ention to charge you with the general command 
all the United States Jand forces, regular and vol- 
iuleer, operating, or to be directed against the re- 
Uvlic of Mexico, below the province of New Mex- 
, With a view to the conquest ofa speedy and hon- 
able peace with that republic. 
Afier the zeal, intelligence, and prowess you have 
Rhibited in the military service of your country, it is. 
nsidered that no external stiimulous to promptitude 

energy in the further prosecution of the present 
aris deemed necessary. 
® adjutant general will make you acquainted 
the forces, regular and twelve month volun- 


you. 


reaching you, may volunteer for atwelve month, we 
can here make no accurate estimate. The whole 
volunteer force, for twelve months, it is now inten- 
ded to place under your general command, is (say) 
16,280.* Should you deem an augmentation neces 

sary, your wishes will be favorably considered.— 
Recruits to fill up the ranks of the regular companies 
whieh are with you, ordered to join you, to (say) 
about 70 men each, shall be sent forward as fast as 
practicable, so as ta give you we hope, in a short 
time, a total force of about 23,070 men. 

Without waiting for the arrival of that amount of 

force, but before, and as soon as you shall deem it 
safe in respect to the relative numbers and positions 
of the enemy your knowledge of the country, your 
supplies and means of transportation, it is the wish 
and expectation of the president that, with your ac- 
customed energy, you take up lines of march beyond 
the Rio Grande, and press your operations towards 
the heart of the enemy’s country—that is, upon such 
important points as you may deem necessary to con- 
quer and tohold. The high road to the capital of 
Mexico will, of course, be one of those lines, and if 
successful in your advances, the establishment of 
poste in yourrear, well guarded, according to their 
distances from each other, and the dangers of re- 
capture, will be objects demanding your care. How 
far it may be necessary for you to penetrate, if not, 
at least, tothe capital, and what halts you may find 
it proper to make, skort of that mark, will of course 
depend upon the events of the war. Should centin- 
ued success altend your operations, you may some 
time before be met by the proposition, to treat for 
peace, with an intermediate armistice. No such 
proposition will be entertained by you, without your 
being first satisfied that it is made in good faith, and 
without your being in possession, or put by stipula- 
tion into possession, of such commanding positions 
as will insure good faith on the part of the enemy. 
Being satisfied on this point, you may conclude an 
armistice for a limited time, and refer the proposi- 
tion to treat of peace to the government here. In 
such case, it should be stipulated that, pending the 
armistice, the authorities of the enemy’s country 
shall furnish your army with all necessary supplies, 
according and as near as practicable to our regula- 
tions; for which you may agree to pass the proper 
receipts—ileaving the payment or the settlement, on 
account of such supplies, to the definitive treaty of 
peace between the belligerents. But as the credit 
of the Mexican governinent may be bad even with 
its own peuple, you may still be forced, during the 
armistice, as belore, to rely on cash payment for all 
your necessary supplies. The contingent difficulty 
is here suggested that you may turrc it in your mind 
in advance. Instructions will be given here at once 
to cause the disbursing staff officers with you to be 
well supplied with cash for prompt payments to 
satisfy justice, and to vonciliate the peuple among 
whom you are to carry on military operations. 
An expedition, set on foot against the province of 
New Mexico, and probably North California, under 
Colone] Kearny, is considered, on accountof the 
distance of his theatre of operations from yours, as 
independent of your generai command; unless indeed, 
events should bring him, unexpectedly, down the Rio 
Grande, or south within your sphere. In such 
event, you may extend your orders to him, directly 
or through Brigadier Gen. Wool. 


Of the troops ordered upon San Antonio, it is in- 
tended by the president, as intimated in the copy of 
instructions (herewith) to Brigadier Gen. Wool, 
ihat a large portion should, under his immediate com- 
mand, be directed by you, under the proper general 
instructions, against the oity of Chihuahua and other 
important points you tmay indicate, within the pro 

vince of that name, in crder to capture and to hold the 
same subject to a definitive treaty of peace. The par- 
ticular forces to constitute this expedition the presi- 
dent has, to some degree, himself designated, viz:— 
the cavalry or mounted regiments from ‘Tennessee 
and Arkansas, (two in all,) and one regiment of in- 
fantry or rifle from each of the states of Kentucky 
and Illinois. Such 1 understand to be his wish not 
his positive command, in respect to those regiments of 
tweive montn’s volunteers. Thinking an addition of 
regular troops might be needed with that expedition, 
I have ordered upon San Antonio de Bexar two com- 
panies of the first United States dragoons, from Fort 
Gibson; one company of the United States 4th artil- 
ery, (Washington’s,) with a harnessed battery, and 
two companies of the 6th United States infantry, 
from Fort Smith. All those regular companies may 





*Exclusive of those who may revolunteer, as sug- 
gested above, for twelve months. 





Of other volunteers, for shorter periods of service, 
who have joined, or may join you, and who, after 


teers, who have been recently ordered to report Pir computed at about 70 men each. So many o- 


them as you may déem necessary, you, will put un. 
der the immediaate command of Brigadier Gea 
Wool, as a part of the expedition against Chihuahua. 
The latter should be instructéd by you not to inter— 
fere with the expedition under Col, Kearny, except 
as above; bnt avail himself of, or make opportuni- 
ties, to communicate occasionally with the colonel. 
In respect to reciprocal! communications, Colonel 
Kearny will recsive instructions from me as such 
intercommunications may become useful or necessa- 
sary to all parties. ' 

Any. forces remaining at San Antonio, beyond 
those you may order to march upon Chihuahua, will 
of course, be subject to be disposed of according to 
your general plan of operations. : 

I need scarcely to direct your attention to the 
high importance of obtaining frequent, and, as far as 
possible, accurate intelligence of the enemy’s num- 
bers, positions, movements, and designs. Por this 
purpose many employes, each known to yourself or 
one of your staff, will, probably, be needed. They, 
of course, must be more or less liberally paid by the 
quartermaster’s department—in each case on your 
orders, or in highly confidential cases, directly by 
yourself, out of money drawn by you specially from: 
that department. You may extend like instructions 
to the commanders of any columns under your orders 
on detached and distant service. . oe 
l am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brevet Major Gen. Taylor, U. S. army commanding, 
&ce., Kc. 

Headquarters of the army. 

Ad’t general's office, Washington, June, 11, 1846. 
GeneraL: On completing the duties to which you 
were specially assigned, in instructions from this of- 
fice, dated the 28th ultimo, [ am directed by the. 
major general commanding the army, to desire you - 
to repair, without dalay, to San Antonio de Bexar, 
Texas, and there assume the immediate command of 
the troops, regulars, and volunteers, ordered to that 

oint. ' 
r Brevet Major General Taylor having been assign- 
ed to duty, according to his higher brevet, by the 
president of the United States, and charged with the- 
command of all land forces of the United States 
operating, or to operate against the republic of Mex, 
ico, in that quarter, you will, previously, and after 
your arrival, report yourself by letter to him, from 
whom you will, probably, soon receive instructions 
to march with a partof the troops, assembling at 
San Antonio, against Chihuahua, the capital of the 
province of that name. In advanee of such instruc- 
tions you will hold yourself in readiness for that par- 
ticular expedition. 

Captain Washington’s company of light artillery 
(full battery) isen route for San Antonio de Bexar; 
and tivo companies of the Ist dragoons, and two come 
panies of the 6th infantry, drawa fro.u Forts Smith 
and Gibson, are under orders for the sime pomt,— 
This regular force will, it 13 supposed, constitute a 
part of yourcommand. 
As soon as you can dispense with the services of 
Col. Croghan, the general in chief directs that you 
order him to reportia person to Brevet Major Gen, 
Taylor for duty as inspector general. 
Jn reply to your letter of the Sth instant, on the 
subject of arms and equipments required for the 
volunteer regiments, | may refer you to Lieutenant 
Colonel Talcott’s communication of the 15th instant, 
which apprizes you of the measures adopted by the 
ordinance department, to insure the prompt and 
adequate supply. 
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, R. JONES, Adj't Gen. 
Brigadier General John E. Wool, United States 
Army, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
[With the approbation of the war department, [ 
propose to write iminediately to General Taylor, as 
folluws:] 
Headquarters of the army. 

Washington, June, 15, 1346. 
Sir: For the greater certainty of reception, I 
send (herewith) a duplicate of my letter to you of 
the 12th inst. 
You will please consider this note as a post-scrip 
tum to that letter. 
Should you be met, as therein supposed, by a pro- 
position to treat for a peace, under circumstances 
which you may deem sufficiently formal and siacere, 
you may, or without agreeing to an armistice, at 
your own sound discretion—looking to the intimations 
of that letter on the subject—grant written’ pass- 
ports for the use of any ininister Or comamiséioner, 
and his suite, who may be duly appointed by the: 

Mexican government to treat with that of the Unit- 
led States, to enable such legation to communicate 
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with our blockading squadron on the Gulf of Mexi- 
co coast, or to enable the legation to pass by land, 
our military posts in your rear. In the latter case, 
a‘small militery escort to (say) Point Isabel, with 
permission tothe legation to take passage in some 
vessel thence to(say) New Orleans, may be neces 
sary. 

Tiadinh. sir, with high respect, your most obedi- 
ent servant, WINFIELD SCOTT. 

[I think the within should be sent to Gen. T. 

W.L. M] 


Headquarters army of occupation. 
Matamoros. July 2, 1846. 

Sir: In reply to the communieations of the secreta. 
ry of war, dated May 28th, and June 8th, and to that 
of the general in chief, dated June 12th, ] have the 
honor to submit the following views in regard to 
the operations against Mexico from this quarter. 1 
will remark that my constant efforts to procure in- 
formation in relation to the nature of the country, 
amount of supplies, &c. have not been as satisfactory 
asl could wish, the various accounts often differing 
even in important particulars. Either from the 
ignorance or interested motives of those who pro- 
fess to give information, it is extremely difficult to 

obtain any upon which we can implicitly rely. 
In calling upon the states of Louisiana and Texas 
for an auxiliary force of about 5,000 men, it was 
my expectation with that force to beabieto clear 
the course of the Rio Grande,as high as Laredo. 
and to occupy or contro! the country to the foot of 
the mountains, capturing and holding Monterey, if 
circumstances permitted. Wath the proper river 
transportation, this could have been easily done, a 
depot would now have been established at Camargo, 
and our operations pushed up the valley of the San 
Juan. The difficulties and embarrassments that | 
have experienced for want of such transportation, 
have already been sufficiently made known. These 
difficulties have been increased by the great excess of 
volunteers than have been sent out—say 3,000 men 
beyond my original call. 1 nevertheless propose, 
upon the arrival of the steamers now hourly expec- 
ted, to throw forward this force, with the regular 
troops, to Camargo, and establish there a depot and 
Base from which to operate towards the mountains. 
My reasons for retaining these six months’ volunteers 
in service, have been set forth in another communi- 
cation; and J desire, from motives of health, and 
other cousiderations, to keep them employed as ac- 
tively as possible. The twelve months’ volunteers 
can, in the meantime, form camps at healthy points 
in my rear; and, while receiving insiruction, awail 
the season for more extensive operations. The 
above dispositions can be made in the rainy season 
perhaps better than at any other time, as the river 
is then in a good navigable state. For operating 
with a heavy force—say 6000 men from this point; 
towards Monterey and Saltillo, through which pas- 
ses the only artillery route acrosa the mountains, it 
is indispensable to employ the river as a channel of 
supply, and the valley of the Sau Juan, on one of 
the heads of which Monterey is situated, as a line of 
operations. The direct land route from this point 
to Monterey, is much longer than the line from Ca- 
margo; in wet weather impassable for artillery or 
heavy wagons, and in wf scantily{supplied with wa- 
ter. Assuming, then, Camargo as the depot, and 
the valley of the San Juan as the line of operations, 
the question arises, what amount of supplies can 
be obtained, and how can a column be subsisted on 


sustain a column at Saltillo—still more so to pass 
beyond that city. 


6,000 men—able to maintain itself at Saltillo, st will 


the elements above indicated, how far that force 


thrown forward from the rear, with a view to fu- 
ture operations. 


Chihuahua may be of great importance. 





Supposing a column of the above strength—say 
become a question, depending. for its solution upon 


may be increased, or what amount of the twelve 
months’ volunteers may be safely and profitably 


From Camargo to the city of Mexico, is a line, 

little, if any short of 1,000 miles in length. The 

resources of the country are, to say the best, not su- 

perabundant; and over long spaces of the route, are 

known to be deficient. Although the road, as we 

advance south, approaches both seas, yet the topo- 
graphy of the country, and the eonsequent charac- 
ter of the communicatinns, forbids the taking up a 
new line of supply, either from Tampico or the Pa- 
cific coast. Except in the case (deemed improbable) 
of entire acquiescence if not support, on the past of 
the Mexican people, [ consider it impracticable to 
keep open so longa line of communication. It 1 
therefore my opinion that our operations from this 
frontier should not look to the city of \iexico, but 
should be confined to cutting off the northern provin- 
ces—an undertaking of comparative facility and as— 
surance of success 

With the view of cutting off the northern provin- 
ces, the projected expedition from San Antonio to 
! From the 
best information, however, which | now possess, | 
would suggest mounted troops alone for that expedi- 
tion. 1am satisfied thatthe route from that point 
to Chihuahua, is not practicable for artillery or wa- 
gons, and infantry would rather embarrassthe move- 
ment of a mounted expedition. Muountain howits- 
ers, to be packed with their carriages on mules, might 
be advantageously employed on that service, and on 
indeed with the column designed to penetrate to 
Saltillo, There may be great difficulty in supplying 
any considerable foree between San Antonio and 
Chihuahua, although the line is not very long—pro- 
bably not exceeding 300 miles. 1 hope tu procure 
better information than any 1 now possess in regard 
to this route. 
It will be perceived that my remarks on the line 
of operations from the Rio Grande, southward, have 
been confined to the qnestion of subsistence, «hich 
is certainly the most important one to be considered. 
There are military obstacles on the route, particu- 
larly inthe space between Monterey and Saltillo, 
where the defile of “Ia Rinconada” is represen- 
ted to be of great strength. This point, and perhaps 
others, if fortified, may give us some trouble, but 
if they can be turned by light troops, and such | 


believe to be the case, they will net jong impede our 
march. 


In regard to the ‘description of troops best adap-- 
ted to operations inthe interior of Mexico” I am 
scarcely prepared al this time to give a definite re—- 
ply. The facility or difficulty of obtaining forage 
must necessarily control to some extent the amount 
of cavalry employed. Atthe estate of the Conde 
de Jarral,some 40 Jeagues from Saltillo, there will, 
1 understand be no difficulty in obtaining a remount 
when necessary, and forage for the cavalry. The 
field artillery under my orders (four batteries inclu- 
ding Washington’s,) will particularly if filled up to 
the complement of guns, be quite sufficient for any 
operations in this quarter. We may have occasion 
for heavier guns, and | have directed two ]2 poun— 
ders field guns to be procured, which with the 24- 





this route? It is pretty well determined that we 
cannot depend upon any considerable supply oi 
breadstuffls short of Monterey, or perhaps Saltillo, 
seventy-five milesfurthersouth. Beefin abundance, 
it is believed, may be procured, and on this, with 
perhaps occasional issues of mutton, we must main- 
Jy depend for the meat part of the ration. From 
Camargo to Saltillo, then, we must expect to depend 
upon our cepot for bread; and | am of opinion, from 
all I can learn of the resources of the country in pack 
mules and means of transportation generally, that a 
column, exceeding 6,000 men, cannot be maintained 
in bread alone as far as Saltillo. Saltillo itself is is 
no great distance trom two or three fertile graiu- 
growing districts, but how far the production in 
those districts may exceed the supply, | cannot with 
apy certainty determine. 


The above calculations im regard to subsistence, 
are made on the supposition that we shall find the 
people of the country if not made friends, at least 
passive and willing to part with their produce to 
the best advantages. I believe we shall find such to 
be their temper on this side of the mountains; 
whether this neutrality or indiflerence extends be. 
youd, mey well be a question. Should they prove 
hostile, destroy their crops, and drive away their 


pounder howitzers now in depot at Point Isabel, will 
constitute an efficient battery. We shall have two, 
perhaps three regiments of horse from Texas, under 
my origipalcall. They are now organizing under 
the governor’s directions, at Point Isabel. These 
are six months’ men. Should | find it necessary to 
increase the cavalry force, 1 can draw certainly one 
regiment from San Antonio, and still leave quite 
enough for the expedition to Chihuahua. 

1 have given my views on most of the points con- 
nected with the operations from this frontier, pur- 
poseiy abstaining trom any reference to movements 
against Tampico or Vera Cruz. ‘The former place, 
1 am induced to believe, could have been easily ta— 
ken a month since, and could be so even now; but 
the yellow fever would not have permitted us to 
hold it, and I deemed it best to undertake no move- 
ment ip that direction at this season of the year.— 
Should we advance as far as Sau Luis Potosi, which 
has a communication—though not for wheels—with 


Tampico, the possession of the latter place would be 
important. 


am awaiting with the utmost impatience the 


: tae u 
arrival of steamboats suited to the navigation of | make them co-operators with us in bringing ” 
this river, to establish adepot at Camargo, aod 


i a 


now in the best possible condition for navigation... 
Several small boats were to leave for New Orleans 
about the 20th of June. If not wrecked in the re_ 
cent severe gales, they may be hourly expected 
here. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, General, your 
obedient servent, 











Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Major Gen. U.S. A. Com'g. 
To the Apsurant Generat of the Army, 
Washington, D.C, 
{CONFIDENTIAL. ] 

War Department, Washington, July 9, 1846. 

Sir: The proclamation which you were directed to 
spread among the Mexican people will have put you 
in possession of the views of the government in re- 
lation to the mode of carrying on the war, and also 
in relation to the manner of treating the inhabitants, 
The war is only carried on to obtain justice, and the 
sooner that can be obtained, and with the least ex- 
penditure of blood and money, the better. One of 
the evils of war isthe interruption of diplo.watic 
communications belween the respective authorities, 
and the consequent igno:ance under which each par. 
ty may lie in relation to the views of the other.— 
The natural substitute of these interrupted diploma. 
tic communications is the military intercourse 
which the usages of war allow between contending 
armies in the field, and in which commanding gen- 
erals can do much towards re-opening negotiations, 
and smoothing the way to a return of peace. 
The president has seen, with much satisfaction, 
the civility and kindness with which you have trea- 
ted your prisoners, and all the inhabitants with whom 
you have come in contact. He wishes that course 
of conduct continued, and all opportunities taken to 
conciliate the inhabitants, and let them see that 
peace is within their reach the moment their rulers 
will consent to do us justice. The mhabitants should 
be encouraged to remain in their towns and villages, 
and these sentiments be carefully made known to 
them. The same things may be said to officers made 
prisoners, or who may visit your headquarters ac- 
cording to the usages of war; and it@ the wish of 
the president that such visits be encouraged, and 
also, that you take occasions to send officers to the 
headquarters of the enemy for the mililary purposes, 
real or ostensible, which are of ordinary occurrence 
between armies, and, in which, opportunity may be 
taken to speak of the war itself as only carried on 
to obtain justice, and that we had much rather 
procure that by negotiation than by fighting. Of 
course, authority to speak fur your government will 
be disavowed, but a knowledge of its wishes will be 
averred, and a readiness willbe expressed to com. 
municate to your government the wishes of the 
Mexican government to negotiate for honorable 
peace whenever such shall be their wish, and wilh 
the assurance that such overtures will be met in2 
corresponding spirit by your government. A discreet 
officer, who understands Spanish, and who can be 
employed in the intercourse so usual between armits, 
ean be your confidential egent on such oocasivns, 
and can mask his real, under his ostensible object of 
a military interview. 


You will also readily comprehend, that in a cout- 
try so divided into races, classes, and parties # 
Mexico is, and with 80 many local divisions among 
departments, and personal divisions among individue 
als, there must be great room for operating on the 
minds and feelings of large portions of the inhabr 
tants, and inducing them to wish success to an 1nv# 
sion which has no desire to injure their country, a0 
which, in overthrowing their oppressors, may beue 
fit themselves. Between the Spaniards who mone 
polize the wealth and power of the country, and 
the mixed Indian race who bear its burdens, there 
must be jealousy and animosily, ‘The same feelings 
must exist between the lower and the higher orden 
of the clergy, the latter of whom have the dignilies 
and the revenues, while the former have poverty an 
labor, In fact, the curates were the chief autho" 
of the revolution which separated Mexico {10 
Spain, and their relative condition to their superion 
is not much benefitted by it. 

Between the political parties into which the cout 
try is divided, there must be some more liberal , 
more friendly fo us than others; the same maj ; 
said of rival chiefs, political and military; and “a 
among the departments there are local antipal!! 
and dissensions. in all this field of To 7 
these elements of social, political, personal, a0". 
cal discord—the: &must be openings to reach 7 
terests, passions, or principles of some of . ” 
lies, and thereby to conciliate their good will, 


an honorable and a speedy peace. The mansg” 








stock it will be an extremely difficult matter to 


throw the troops gradually forward to that point.— jlits 
The rainy season has commenced, and the river is| discretion, but they are not to paralyze the ™! 


ment of these delicate movements is confided to J° 
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arm, or in any degree to 
tary movements. These must proceed vigorously 


Policy and force are to be combined; and the fruits 
of the former will be prizad as highly as those of 


the latter. 


It isseen from the Mexican papers that great at- 
tempts are made to prejudice, and exasperate the 
The war is repre- 


minds of the people against us. . 
sented, on their part, as one of **national existenee;’ 


as if it was our wish to destroy the Mexican nation! 
It is represented as a war of “rapine and plunder,” 
as if we intended to rob and oppress the people!— 
lt is represented asa war of ‘timpiety;” as if we 
were going to rob churches and pull down altars! — 
The conduct of yourself, your officers and men, has 


showntoall Mexican citizens that you have met, 
and as far as you have gone, the injustice and ab- 
surdity of ali such imputations; but they are still 
systematically propagated through the country, and 
must find believers in a country where ignorance is 
so great. and the means of disseminating truth so 
small. The counteraction of these injurious im- 
putations will be your particular duty—first, by a 
continvation of your just and honorable conduct to- 
wards the people, their property, and religion, and 
kindness to prisoners; and, next, by making it a 
point in your interviews with the couwmanders of the 
army of the enemy to speak of these unjust mmputa- 
ions for the purpose of correcting them. It is the 
president’s wish, not only to bring the war to a spee- 
dy conclusion, but so to conduct it as to leave no 
lasting animosities behind, to prejudice the fu- 
ture triendship and commerce ot the twocountries; 
nor to perwil injurtous reports to go forth to excile 
the ill-will of the other repud ics, of Spauish origin, 
against us, 

Availing yourself of divisions wi4ch you may find 
existing among the Mexican people, to which allu- 
sion has been made, it will be your policy to en- 
courage the separale depariments or slates, and es- 
pecially those «hich you may invade and occupy, to 
declare their independence of the central govern- 
ment of Mexico, and either to be ome our allies, 
orto assume, as it is understood Yucatan has done, 
aneutral attitude in the existing war between the 
United States and Mexico. In such of the depart- 
ments or states as may tuke this course, you will 
give the inhabitants assurances of the protection of 
your army until the return of peace, solar as may be 
consistent with your military plens of operation.— 
When peace is wade, they may decide for them- 
selves their own form of government. In such de- 
partments as ma, be conquered, or assume a neutral 
altitude, you way, at your discretion, ovserve the 
same course Of conduct as that prescribed in the in- 
structions given tou Gen. Kearny by the department 
on the 3d ot June, 1846. A copy of the iusiructions 
to Gen. Kearny 13 herewith transmitted to you. 

No reply Los yet been received to the inquiries 
contained in my ietter addressed to you on the 8th 
of June lust. From your superior opportunities of | 


invaded, and the iacilities or difficulties of conduct- 


arrest or retard your mili- 


'stacle I encounter in carrying out this desirable 





. | the Rio Grande to the city of Mexico. 


are desired at the ear'iest period your duties wil 
permit you to give them. In the meantime, the de 


’ 


places in your direction will be taken and held. 


could be taken, and whether it be practicable for an 
urmy to march from the former to the latter place, 
and what time would prcbably be required for mount- 
ed men, and what time our infantry or artillery to do 
sof This information is uesired before the depart- 
ment can be prepared to decide upon the propriety 
of sending forward such an expedition. 

Your answer to this communication you will please 
to address directly to the president of the U. States. 

| have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, W. L. MARCY. 
Major Gen. Z. Taytor, com’g. &c. 


Headquarters army of occupation, 
Matamoros, Aug. 1, 1846. 

Str—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of the confidential commuication of the secretary of 
war dated July 9th, and to present the following 
remarks in relation to the several points embraced 
init. Agreeably to the injunction of the secretary, 
this communication is addressed directly to the pre- 
sident of the United States. 

Ist. As to the intercourse with the enemy and 
Means of obtaining information with regard to his 
movements, &c. | fear that no satisfactory results 
| will be obtained in the way proposed. The Mexican 
| generals and other officers have exhibited, since the 
| commencement of hostilities, a determination to hold 
with us as little intercourse as possible. A moat 
rizid non-intercourse has been observed throughou:; 
and since the 17th of June, no communication what- 
ever has passed between the headquarters of the 
two armies. I shall not fail to improve such occa- 
sions when they present themselves, in the manner 
pointed out by the secretary. Since crossing the 
Rio Grande, it has been my constant aim to conci- 
late the people of the country, and | have the satis- 
faction of believing that much has beendone towards 
that object not only here but at Reinoso, Camargo, 
and other towns higher up the river. The only ob- 


policy, arises from the employment of volunteer 
troops. Some excesses have been committed by 
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of Mexico, is not more than one third of that from 
Upon these 
important points, in addition to those mentioned in 
my letter of the 8th of June, your opinion and views 


partment confidently relies on you to press forward 
your Operations vigorously to the extent of your 
means, 80 as to occupy the important points within 
your reach, on the Rio Grande, and the interior.— 
It is presumed, that Monterey, Chihuahua, and other 
If 
in your power to give the information, the department 
desires to be informed of the distance from Chihuahua 
to Guaymas on the Gulf of California. Whether there 
be a road over which ordnance and baggage wagons 
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would probably be required for it. The department 
of war must be much better informed than [ am on 
that point. From the impracticable character of the 
routes from Tampico, particularly that leading to 
|| Mexico, I should judge an expedition against the 
- | capital from that point, to be out of the question.— 
The simultaneous embarkation of a large body of 
troops at Brazos Santiago, as proposed in the secre- 
tary’s communication, would be attended with great 
difficulty, if we may judge from the delay and danger 
which accompany the unloading of single transports, 
owing to the almost perpetual roughness of the bar, 
and boisterous character of the anchorage. It may 
also well be questioned whether a force of volunteers, 
without much instruction, more than those now here 
can receive in season for such an expedition, can 
prudently be allowed to form the bulk of an army 
destined for so celicate an operation as a descent 
upon a foreign coast, where it can have no proper 
base of operation for supplies. 
I have already had occasion to represent to the 
department that the volunteer force ordered to report 
to me here, is much greater than I possibly can em- 
ploy, at any rate in the first instance; the influx of 
twelve months’ volunteers has ever impeded my 
forward movement by engrossing all the resources 
of the quartermaster’s department, to land them and 
transport them to healthy positions. This circum- 
stance, in connexion with the possibility of an expe- 
dition against , leads me to regret that one 
division of the volunteers had not been encamped— 
say at Pass Christian—where it could have been 
ee until its services were required in the 
elu. 
These embarrassments, however, are now mostly 
overcome; the regular force is nearly all at Camargo; 
and all the arrangements are made te throw forward 
the volunteers to the same point. The president may 
be assured that no one laments more than I do the in- 
evitable difficulties and delays that have attended our 
operations here, and that no exertion of mine has 
been, or will be wanting to press forward the cam- 
paign with all possible vigor. But I deem it indispen- 
‘sable to take such an amount of force, and observe 
_sueh precautions as are not to leave success a matter 
'of doubt. 


In answer to the inquiry relative to the route from 
Chihuahaa to Guaymas, | have the honor to submit 
a memorandum derived from - ,an American 
gentleman residing in this place, who has lived in 
Chihuahua, and travelled over the routes. The 
distances on the mule route are probably overrated, 
|ag it is a direct route across the mountains. The 
| wagon road by the city of Arispe, is the only one 
practicable for artillery. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, Z TAYLOR, 

Maj. General U.S. A. commandiag. 
To his excellency, the hon. James K. Pork, 
President of the U. S. Washington, D.C. 














them upon the people and their property, and more, | 
I fear, are tobe apprehended. Withevery exertion, | 





ing a successtul campaign through it, much reliance 
Wil be placed on your opinions. If from all an | 
Information which you may communicate to the de- | 
Pertwent, as weil os that derived irom other sources, | 
Should appear that the difficulties and obstacles to 
the Conducting ol a campaign from the Rio Grande, 
the present vase of your operations, for any conside- 
Fable distance iuto tue mlerior of Mexico, will be 
Very great, the department will consider whether 
the in invasion siould not ultimals ly take place 
{rom soi. oiher point ou the Coast—say Tampico— 
OF suine viliser powitin ihe vieimity of Vera Cruz.— 
his suggestion is wade with a view of calling your 
alieniou to it, aud to ubiain from you such in:erma- 
lion as you way be abie tu iupart. Should it be 
delerinmes that Wie aan at my should invade sexico 
Msome other pot than the Rio Granve—say the 
eluily of Vera Cruz—a large and suibcient number 
01 Watisport Vessels could De placed at the mouth ol 
Wie Rio Grande by ihe time the healthy season sets 
W—sayeurly us November. The main army, woth 
all its wunitio S$, COuld be transported, jeaving a suffi 
Sent iorce behind to occupy tue Rio Grande and ali 
the towns aud provinces which you may have con 
QUered befure that time. In the event of such being 


Meteused iorce, if any, will be required to carry it 
Sul With success? We learn that the army could be 
Gisebarked a lew miles distant from Vera Cruz, and 
wren lovest te cowu in its rear, without coming 
oh in ihe rage ot the guus of the fortress of San 
oy d’Uiioa. I'he town could be readily taken by 
* » Wutle the fortress, being invested by land and 
‘otra comaunication cut off, must soon fall.— 
“ny era Cruz to the city of Mexico there is a fiue 

‘4poi which the diligences, or stage cuaches, 


responsibility. With increased length of service, 


it 1s impossible effectually to control these troops, | 


unaccustomed as they are to the discipline of camps, Guaymas—one a wagon road—the other to be travel- 
aud losing in bodies, the restraining sense of individual | 


-_-- 


Memoranpum. Of two routes from Chihuahua to 


led only with mules and packs. 
The wagon road from Chihuahua to Guaymas 


these evils, it is hoped, will diminish. ‘leads at first in a northwest direction to the small 


visions and discords among the Mexicans, it is hardly 


an element of success. I have good reason to believe 
that the country lying between the Rio Grande and 
Sierra Madre is disposed to throw off the yoke of 
the central government, and will, perhaps, do eo as 
soon as it finds a strong American force beiween it 
and the capital. I stall do all in my power to en- 
courage this movement, of which I receive indica- 
tions {rom (any quarters, and shall comply fully 
with the instructions of the secretary on that point. 

3d. As to tle mililary operations best calculated 
lu secure au early and honorable peace, my report 
vi July 2 will bave pul the department in possession 
vf my views touching Operations in this quarter, and 
I have now litte to add to that report. Whether a 
large lorce can be subsisted beyond Monterey, must 
be determined by actual experiment, and will de- 
pend much upon the disposition of the inhabitants 
vuwards us. If a column—say 10,000 men—can be 
sustained in provisions al Saltillo, it may advance 
thence upon San Luis Potosi; and 1 doubt not, would 
speedily bring proposals for peace. Lf on the other 
hand, a column cannot be sustained beyond Monte- 
rey, it will be for the government to determine, from 
considerations of state, whether a simple occupation 
of the frontier departments, (including Chihuahua 


an expedition against the capital [by way of Vera 
Cruz] be most expedient. 1 cannot give a positive 
opinion as to the practicability of an expedition 





WN daily. The distance from Vera Cruz to the city 


against Vera Cruz, or the amount of force that 


Qu. In regard to availing ourselves of internal di- | 


time yel to say how far this may be relied upon as | 


end New Mexico) or in addition to such occupation | 


village of Carmel upon a large creek, 110 miles; the 
next village is Galeana, also on a large creek, 50 
miles; then Casas Grandes, 36 miles; then Presidio 
de Yar os, 39 miles. This is the most N. W. settlement, 
ata distance of 235 niles from Chihuahua. From 
| this point, the road bears to the southward, having 
| made this turn to avoid the high mountains. At 
|70 miles from Yanos, the Sonora line is crossed, and 
we enter the department or state of thatname. It 
is thence 80 miles to Fronteras, thence 60 miles to 
Bacuachi, acd 40 thence to Arispe, the capital of the 
state—niaking from Yanos to Arispe, 250 miles.— 
Atispe contains 5,000 inhabitants, and is on a small 
river called the Sonora river. Krom Arispe to Pitic 
or Hermosillo, itis 250 miles; and thence to Guaymas, 
60 miles—making trom Arispe to Guaymas, 310 
miles, and from Ciihuahua to Guaymas by the wa- 
gon route, 795 miles. The mule route {rom Chihua- 
hua to Guaymas, to be travelled with packs only, 
ieaves Chihuahua, in a direction a little south of 
west, tothe mining town of Cosiquiriachi, 70 miles; 
then 40 miles to Sierra Prieta; then 40 miles to Cun- 
cepcion; then over the first mountain to Jesus Maria 
140 miles—making from Chihuahua to Jesus Maria, 
260 miles. Jesus Maria being an extensive mining 
town, numbers 10,000 inhabitants; thence to Real 
de Alamos, 240 miles; thence te Pitic or Hermosillo, 
250 mules; and thence to Guaymas us before, 69 
miles— making the distance from Chihuahua to Gua- 
ymas, by the mule roule 810 miles. This route is 
over stupendous mountains; it cresses the Huaqui 
river, and passes through the tribe of Indians ef that 
name. 


| 
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WAGON ROUTE. 


Chihuahua to Carmel 


110 miles. 
to Galeana . ss 


to Casasy Grandes 36s 
‘to Presidio de Qanos Ela 
to Line of Sonura oo 
to Fronteras le 
to Bacuachi os 
to Arispe AP ee 
to Pitic — 
to Guaymas | 

Chihuahua to Guaymus pt iy 

MULE ROUTE. 

Chihuahua to Cosiquiriachi 40 miles. 
to Sierra Prieta 49 + 
to Concepcion 40 * 
to Je.us Maria 140 * 
to Real de Alamos 240 * 
to Pitic 250 ‘* 
to Guaymas _— = 

Chihuahua to Guaymas sig * 


{This deepatch was intercepted by the enemy.] 
War Department. 
Washington, September 2, 1846. 
Sir: It is intended to make a descent on the gulf 
coast of Mexico as soon as the season shall have so 
“far advanced as to render it safe in regard to the 
health of our troops. 
Our attention is turned to Tampico as one of the 
places for the attack. It may be important to take 
that place, and hold possession of it and the surroun- 
ding country, with reference to your line of opera- 
tions. Though our information is not so full and ac- 
curate as we desire in relation to the interior of the 
‘country in the vicinity of Tampico, yet it is such as 
induces us to believe that this will be an important 
position to be occupied to facilitate the future prose- 
cution of the war. The possession of the northern 
rovinces of Mexico as far south as San Luis de 
Potosi, is undoubtedly an important object with re- 
ference to bringivg the war to a successful termina- 
tion. The difficulties you will encounter in pushing 
your forces thus far, can be much better apprecia- 
ted by yourself than any other. San Luis de Poto- 
si is stated to be from one hundred and fifty to one 
hundred and eighty miles from Tampico; and if there 
be a good road between these two places—as some 
allege to be the case, while it is questioned by others 
—it will be highly advantageous to have possession 
of Tampico, and to penetrate the country from that 
point in thegdirection of San Luis de Potosi with 
a considerable force. This matter is under cousider- 
ation and will receive the attention it deserves. It 
is important in respect to the plan of operations to 
be adopted fora movement on this point, that you 
should furnish the government here, at the earliest 
period, with your opinion of the progress you will 
be able tomake on your present line of operatio:s, 
When you shall have arrived at Monterey, you will 
be enabled to determine as tothe practicability of 
your further progress. 1t is important that we should 
know whether you can reach San Luis de Potosi, 
and your opinion on this point is particularly desired. 
The adwinistration is, to some extent, aware of the 
obstacles you will have to encounter, of the difficul- 
ties of sustaining so long a line of communication, 
and of the uncerlainty as to the force whieh will 
oppose you, but your§better information on these se- 
veral points will enable you to form much more ac— 
curate opinions. 


Your views also as to the effect of taking pos- 
session of ‘Tampico, of penetrating the enemy’s 
country from that point, of the amount and kind 
of force to be assigned to that service, are desired. 

It is not intended to weaken the force of your ad- 
vanpeing column by any movements on the coast.— 
lt is supposed that fifteen hundred or two thousand 
men will be a sufficient number of troops to take 
and hold possession of Tampico. At Jeust tall 
of this force ought to be of the regular army.— 
These, it is presumed, can be obtained without 
withdrawing any of that description of force now 
with you. 

The amount of the volunteer force required for 
this purpose can be taken from the Rio Grande, 
it is presumed without too much weakening that line. 

As you are ip a situation to obtain more full and 
accurate infefmation in relation to all the matters 
touched on in this communicaticn, it is desirable— 
indeed quite important—that the administration 
should have your views upon them. It is unneces- 
sary to assure you that they will have an important 
influence upon its determinations. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient serv’t, 

W. L. MAKCY, Secretary of war. 
Major Gen. Z. Tayton, commanding U.S. army in 
Mexico, Camargo, Mexico. 





ry price, without allowing to the owners the advan- 








War Department, 
Washingten, September 22, 1846. 

Sin: You will perceive by a copy of a despatch— 
herewith confidentially communicated, from the 
Mexican government, in reply toone fiom our own, 
proposing to open negotiations for terminating 
the existing war bya peace just and honorable 
to both parties—that the Mexican authorities 
have declined to treat at this time, and defer defi- 
nite action on our offer until the advice of a new 
congress, to assemble on the 6th of December next, 
can be taken. 

This determination on the part of our enemy hasan 
important bearing on our military movements, and 


gaid to our dealings with the people of the country 
occupied by our troops. 

Public opinion, it isto be presumed, will have 
some influence upon the decision of that congress.— 
The progress of our arms, and the positions we may 
occupy when that body shall come together, cannot 
fail to have effect upon its action in regard to our 
proposal to negotiate. Should the campaign be 
successful, and our troops be in possession of im— 
portant departments of the enemy’s country, the in- 
he i fora speedy peace will be greatly strength- 
ene 

It is far from being certain that our military oc- 
cupation of the enemy’s country is not a blessing to 
the inhabitants in the vicinity. They are shielded 
from the burdens and exactions of their own autho. 
rities, protected in their persons, and furnished with 
a most profitable market for most kinds of their pro- 
perty. A state of things so favorable to their in- 
tercsts may induce them to wish the continuance of 
hostilities. 

The instructions heretofore given have required 
you to treat with great kindness the people, to re- 
spect private property, and to abstain from appro- 
priating it to the public use without purchase at a 
fair price. In some respects, this is going far be- 
yond the common requirements of civilized warfare. 
An invading army has the unquestionabie right to 
draw its supplies from the enemy without paying for 
them, and to require contributions for its support.-— 
lt may be proper, and good policy requires that dis- 
criminations should be made in imposing these bur- 
dens. Those who are friendly disposed or contribute 
aid should be treated with liberality; yet the enemy 
may be made to feel the weight of the war, and 
thereby become interested to use their best efforts to 
bring about a state of peace. 

It is also but just that anation which is in- 
volvec ina war, to obtain justice or to manntain 
its just rights, should shift the burden of it, as far 
as practicable, from itself, by throwing it upon the 
enemy. 

Upon the liberal principles of civilized warfare, 
either of three modes may be pursued in relation to 
obtaining supplies from the enemy: first to purchase 
them on such terms as the inhabitants of the country 
may choose to exact; second, to pay a fair price 
Without regard to the enhanecd value resulting from 
the presence of a foreign army; and third, to require 
them as contributions without paying or engaging to 
pay therefor. 

‘The last mcde is the ordinary one, and you are 
instructed to adopt it, if in that way you are satisfi- 
ed you can get abundant supplies for your forces; 
but should you apprehend a difficulty in this respect, 
then you will adopt the policy of paying the ordina- 


teges of the enhancement of the price resulting 
from the increased demand. Should you apprehend 
a deficiency under this last mode of dealing with the 
inhabitants, you will be obliged to submit to their 
exactions, provided by this mode you can supply 
your wants on better terms than by drawing what 
you may need from the United States. Should you 
alien:pt to supply your troops by contributions, or 
the appropriation of private property, you wail be 
careful to exempt the property of all foreigners from 
any and all exactions whatsoever. The president 
hopes you will be able to deriv e from the enemy’s 
country, without expense to the United States, the 
supplies you may need, or a considerable part of 
them; but should you fail in this, you will procure | 
them in the most economical manner. 

It is proposed to take possession of the department 





}of ‘lamaulipas, or some of the principal places in 





it, at the earliest practicable period. In this en- 
lerprise, it is believed that a co-operation of our 
squadron in the gulf will be important, if not ne- 
cessary. It is presumed that a force of about three 
or four thousand men will be sufficient for this pur- 
pose—one third of which should be of the regular 
army. 

We have not now sufficiently accurate knowledge 
of the country to determine definitely as to the man- 


navigation of the gulf at this season of the year, jp. 
duces the hope that a column may he advanced } 

land from the present base of operations—the Rj, 
Grande; and that it may have an occasional commy. 
nication with our ships in the gulf. Should this lang 
route route be adjudged impracticable, or a debarka. 
tion be preferred, two points of landing have been 
suggested, oneat the Bay of Santander, and the oth. 
erat Tampico. If a force be landed at the Bay of 
Santander, or in the vicinity of Soto la Marina, ;, 
could probably reach, without much difficulty, som, 
of the principal places in the department of Tamay. 
lipas, and}march to,fand take possession of Tampico. 
while the route is yet open to be settled, as a better 


suggests the propriety of a change of policy in re-, knowledge of the country may indicate, it is prope; 


to speak more in detail of the force to be employe, 
on this service. 

It isnot proposed to withdraw any of that now 
with you in your advance into the interior, nor tg 
divert any of the reinforcements that you may need 
to carry on your operations in that quarter. |t jg 
believed that a sufficient force of the regular army 
for this expedition—about one regiment—may be 
drawn from the sea-board, including such companies 
as may have been left on the lower Rio Grande, any 
can be spared for that purpose. If a column shou\ 
advance beyond that river into the interior of Ta. 
meulipas, a part of the troops now on that line, 
might, it is presumed, be safely withdrawn to aug. 
ment the invading column. It is not, however, ip- 
tended to weaken the force on that line any further 
than it can, in your opinion, be safely done. 

It is also proposed to put the force for the inva. 
sion of Tamaulipas under the immediate command 
of Major General Patterson, to be accompanied by 
Brigadier Generals Pillow and Shields, unless i 
should interfere with your previous arrangement 
with regard to these officers. To prevent delay, 
General Patterson will be directed to make prepa. 
rations for this movement, so far as itcan be done 
without disturbing your present arrangements on the 
Rio Grande, and proceed immediately, and without 
further orders from the department, uniess you should 
be of opinion that the withdrawal of the force pro. 
posed for thisexpedition, would interfere with your 
operations. This direction js given to Gen Patterson, 
because the time necessary to reccive information 
from you and return an answer from the department 
may be the propitious moment for operating with ef. 
fect. The movement ought to be made with the 
least possible delay consistently with the health ef 
the troops. It willbe left to Gen. Patterson, under 
your instructions, to decide whether the movement 
shall be by land or sea, or partly by each. I[t isde- 
sired that you should give him your views in regard 
to the Jast mode of prosecuting this expedition, par- 
ticularly as to the amount and description of force, 
and the quantity and kind of ordnance, &c., &e., 
which may be required. Preparatory arrangements 
will be immediately ordered here for fitting out the 
expedition therein proposed, by which transpcrts, 
provisions, &c., will be in readiness at the Brazos 
Santiago. By the time this communication will be 
received by you, it is expected that you will have 
reached Monterey, and perhaps Saltillo, and be able 
to present to the depar'ment a satislactory opinion 
of your ability to progress beyond that point. We 
shall anxiousiy look for information from you.— 
Your advance to San Luis Potosi, if practicable, is 
rendered greatly more important by the movemeut 
contemplated to Tampico, by which you will, it is 
believed, be enabled tueflect a co-operation with the 
squadron, and with the column under Major General 
Patterson, on a Jine in advance of the Rio Grande. 
The squadron is now under orders to attack Tun 
pico, with every prospect of success, and the proba 
bility is thatthe place will be captured in advance 
of Gen. Patterson’s movement. 

I enclose for your perusal the last despatch re- 
ceived from Com. Conner, which coutains interes 
ting information on Mexican affairs. 

Very respecifully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of war. 
Major Gen. Z. TayLor, commanding army of occt 
pation on the Rio Grande. 
War DeparTMENT, 
Washington, September 22, 1846. 

Sir: With this you will receive a copy oi despatel 
forwarded to Major Gen’l Taylor. In that despatch 
you will find the views of the government in rela: 
lion to an expedition to be fitted out to take posse® 
sion of the southern part of the department or stal? 
of Tamaulipas. Unless General Taylor has made 
arrangements to employ you otherwise, it is desig” 
ed that this expedition shall be under your immediate 
command. We have not the requisite informatio 
to enable us to determine whether it shall be con 





ner of conducting this enterprise. The dangerous! 


ducted by land or by water, or in part by each. 
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and make debarkations at certain points. Your par- 


enterprise than would be required for a land expe- 


sufficient strength for penetrating the interior of the 
~ depdriment of Tamaulipas. 
rightly estimated the obstacles which may be 


views. It isnot anticipated that any part of the 


' forcements. If so, then it may be difficult to assem. | 
' ble a larger force than that named for this underta- | 
> king. 


ations, and that must be firmly maintained. 
“leftto General Taylor to determine what force is 
' necessary for that purpose. 
the expedition is not—as you will learn from my 
" jetier to Gen’l Taylor—to be delayed for further di- 
rection from this place as to the mode of advancing 
‘into the enemy’s country. As soon us you shall learn 
‘from General Taylor that a sufficient force for the 
enterprise can be spared, and receive his directions | ullimo. i desirable to do whatever can be done to make an 
in regard to it, you will lose no time in putting them. : 
fin execution. If General Taylor should not give | perceive by the tenor of the despatches from this de- | it shall be, requires knowledge of the localities of 
the choice partment, that there would probably happen any | the country, of the means at your command, the 
As soon contingency in the prosecution of the war in which | force and resources of the enemy—in fine, such know- 






















directions to moving by land or water, 
will then be left for your determination. 
@s you have settled thisjpoint, you will at once make | i 
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——— —_ — 
\s very important that the department here should 
be put in session of all the information which 
gan be collected on the subject at the earliest period. 


You are therefore directed to forward to this de~| 


artment, with the least possible delay, all the facts 
ou can collect on this subject. We are aware that 
ihe land route is Jong, and but for the dangerous 
navigation at this season of the year, we should at 
once determine to proceed along the cuast by water, 


ticular attention should be directed to this matter. 
{n case of a debarkation on this éoast, it is presum- 
ed asmaller force would effect the objects of the 


dition: You will perceive that I have suggested in 


S=—— 





I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 


obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of war. 
Major General Parterson. 


[Next follows General Taylor’s letter of Septem- 
ber 25, 1846, announcing the attack on Monterey, — 
and then follow the notes that passed between Gen. 
Taylor and the Mexican officers, relative to a surren- 
der of Monterey and the articles of capitulation, all 
of which having already been inserted in the Regis- 
ter,—are omitted here. ] 


War Department, Washington, Oct. 13, 1846. 




















my communication to General Taylor that three or 
four thousand men may be considered a column of 


Perhaps we have not 


Sir: Your communications of the 22d, 23d, and 
25th ultimo, detailing the operations of the army un- 
der your immediate conmand at Monterey, have 
been received. The skill, courage, and gallant con- 





brought to resist this movement. 


Ona this point the 
department desires 


to be favored with your 


force now with Genera! Taylor can be withdrawn, 


duct displayed on that occasion by the troops under 
your command, both regulars and volunteers, have 
added glory to our arms, and merit from the govern- 
ment and people of the United States the warmest 
expressions of gratitude and praise. 





The Rio Grande is regarded the base of opera— 
It is 


But the movement of 


change. 


In relation to the terms of the capitulation of 
Monterey, the president instructs me to say that he 
regrets it was not deemed advisable to insist upon 
the terms which you had first proposed. The cir- 
cumstances which dictated, doubtless justified the 
The president uninformed of these circum- 
stances, does not know in what degree the recent 














change in the government of Mexico may have 
contributed to this result; certain it is, however, | 
that the present rulers of that republic have not 
yet given any evidence that they are ‘‘favorable to 
the interests of peace.” 


sessed of the department of New Leon. Itis there-~ 
fore proposed that you should make the necessary 
arrangements for retaining possession of it during 
the war. For this purpose, it is suggested that you 
should strengthen its defences, and take the proper 
measures for procuring supplies for the forces which 
may be there stationed, not only for holding it se- 
curely, but for carrying on military operations in the 
northern provinces ef Mexico. 

Not only Monterey, but the state of New Leon 
may, it is presumed, be regarded as a conquered 
country, and, as a consequence, the civil authorities 
of Mexico are in a measure superseded, or, at least, 
sudject to your control. You will give this subject 
your consideration, and permit only such civil func- 
tionaries to retain and exercise power as are well 
disposed towards the United States. 

It is an object of much interest to the government 
to be put in possession of your views as to your future 
operations. The advantages and the difficulties of 
penetrating further into the interior of Mexico, are 
now probably satisfactorily ascertained by you.— 
Would it, in your judgment be advisable, under 
existing circumstances, to advance beyond Monte- 
rey, or the positions necessary to its security?— 
The department has not the requisite information 
to enable it to answer this question, but must leave 
it to your determination and to your discretion, 


to act in accordance with your views upon that 
point. 


In your communications of the 2d of July, aud Ist 


of August, you express the opinion, that your opera- 


tions should be confined to the northern provinces of 


Mexico, but whether, in carrying out your views, you 


proposed to advance beyond the point you have 








Of this you will have al- 





known to the officers oi the several branches uf the it 


ppublic service, now on the Rio Grande, what may be 


required. ‘They will be instructed to comply with 


casion for such aid. iv 


tders lo attack and capture Tampico. 


nd forces. 


‘ch to General ‘I'aylor which relates to subsis—| a 
pplies lo be procured from the inhabitants thereol. 
hould the representations which have been made/ p 
the friendly feelings of the people of Vamauli- 
is lowards the United States, and of their disposi- 
bn to withdraw from the Mexican government be 


6 Our troops while in the enemy’s country, by! your plans and operations, no doubt was entertained 
that it would receive your concurrence and sup. 


already taken to carry it out at the earliest practica- 
ble period. 


reached or Saltillo, is not stated, and probably could 
ready been informed by my despatch of the 22d | not be determined till your arrival at Monterey. It 


The government did not contemplate, as you wil! | impression upon the enemy, but to determine what 


t would be expedient to suspend hostilities before | !edge as you possess or have the means of acquir- 


be offer of acceptable terms of peace. | 16g 


In my despatch of the 22d ultimo, which had not | 


ng. As the offer recently made by the U. States to | i 


| 


k 


| 


nd, under the belief that it would not interfere with 


ort. lu anticipation thereof, measures have been | !i 


left entirely to yourself. 
Major General Patterson, and Brig. General Pillow, 


The season for carrying on military operations in 


reached you when you entered into the arrangement | the enemy’s country lying on the gulf, has now ar- 
our requisitions a’ expeditiously as practicable.— | with General Ampudia on the 25th ultimo, there are | Tived. — ' > 
easures will be adopted, by direction irom this de—| considerations and facts stated, which render the | Possession of the whole of Tamaulipas before the 
paiment, to have thea: prepared to answer the re-| continuance of the armistice extremely embarrass- | ! 
Guisilions you may make on them. |i peas 
| Should you determine to embark your troops in| open negotiations for a peace was not acceded to by | gested in tay communication of the 22d of Septem- 
rausporis, it will be wecessary to give the eariiest the present rulers of Mexico, but reserved to be sub- | ber, can be organized and sent forward without at all 
police, not Only to the department, but also to the, mitted to and acted on by a cungress to be assembled | interfering with the contemplated operation of the 
owmander of our squadron in the gull, who will be | on the 6th of December next, it was deemed by the | forces under your immediate command. 
sirucied to dispatch a force to attend your move-, government here, highly important, that the war in| 
ents, and to co-uperate with you, should there be the mean time should be prosecuted with the utmost | £0 < 
| Vigor, to the end that they might be made sensible | Shields. 
l\ is proper to apprize you that the squadron has/| the evils of its continuance, and thereby become | 6 
This say | more inclined to bring it to a speedy close. In pur- | Of the principal inhabitants of Tamaulipas, and by 
e done without waiting for the presence of the | Suance of this policy, an expedition was proposed, in | thot means had acquired infermation which would 
| my despatch of the 22d ult., for the purpose of taking | have been useful in conducting the enterprise. He 
Your attonticn is directed to that part of the des. possession of the entire department of Tamaulipas, | has, however, since receivea orders to join General 


lt is deemed important, that we should have 


neeting of the Mexican congress in December. It 
$s hoped that the expedilion for that purpose, sug- 


Among the officers presented to your consideration 


to be employed in this expedition was Brigadier Gen. 


Attention was directed to him, by the 
nowledge that he had become acquainted with some 


| Wool, and probably cannot be conveniently recalled. 
If this can ve done, aud another brigadier sent to 
General Wool, it might be advantageous to the pub- 


c service to make the exchange. ‘This is, however, 
As to the employment of 
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quarters, 


alized, you willtreat them with great kindness, 
M cherish friendiy relations with them. But should 
ty marafest decidedly hostile feelings towards our 
opie and government, youwill acton the same | 
lucipies in your treatment of them which have 
fu prescribed to General ‘l'aylor. 
‘lo your discretion, which will be influenced and 


This matter is 


You will perceive that it is suggested in the com- 
ication to General Taylor, that the Brigadier 
berais Pillow and Saields should be assigned to 
expedition under your command. 
pststion be adupted by him, you will, as a matter 
Course, avail yourself of their services in collec— 
6 the information desired, and in preparing for, 
Wellas in conducting the contemplated enter- 


Should this 


he department will expect from you, without 
delay of sending through General Taylor, a re- 
0 this communication, embracing your views 
Pall the facts you may possess on the points sug- 
or your consideration, and on any other ha- 
$abearing on matters connected with the pro- 
This communication, as well as 
‘of General Taylor, will be sent by a messenger, 

listructions to deliver it to you, or, in your ab- 
*¢ lo either General Pillow or General Shields. 
“ul proceed with that to General Taylor to his 
You will, if in your power, afford 
‘ all necessary facilities for sending him for- 


By the arrangement you have made for a tempo- 
rary suspension of hostilities, within certain limits of 
the enemy’s country, if continued to the end of the 
lime stipulated, a considerable part of Tamaulipas 
will be exempted from military operations, until 
within a few days of the time fixed for the meeting 
of the Mexican congress, and the expedition thereby 
delayed, or if prosecuted by the land or naval forces 
might bring into question the good faith of the Unit 
ed States. 

In the despatch, before referred to, you will per- 
ceive that am attack by our naval force upon some 
places on the coast of Tamaulipas is also coutem- 
plated. Whatever may be the advantage or the 
necessity of the co-operation of a land force, it must 
be withheld until peur the close uf November, if the 
armistice 1s coatinued to the end of the stipulated 
period. 

The government is fully persuaded that, if you had 
been aware of the special reasons disclosed in the 
despatch of the 22d ultimo, and the intentions of the 
government, still entertained, you would not have 
acceded to the suspension of hostilities for even the 
limited period specified in the articles of capitulation; 
but as its continuance depends upon the orders of 
yvur government, you are instructed to give the 
requisite notice that the armistice is to cease at once, 
and that each party is at liberty to resume and prose- 
cute hostilities without restriction. 

The city of Monterey is regarded as an important 
acquisition. While held by a competent force, the 








’ 


the wishes of the president and department are un- 
changed. 

it is under consideration by the government, 
though not yet fully determined, to land a consider- 
able force in the vicinity of Vera Cruz, and invest 
that city. Should this be undertaken, a larger force 





to the Tamaulipas expedition. 


vi regular troops will be required than that assigned 
It is desired to know 
if, in your opinion, a detachment of two theusand ef 
this description of force can be spared for that pur- 
pose trom those under your command, without 
essentially interfering with your plaus and opera- 
tions. lt is not desired or intended to weaken the 
force with you at Monterey, or to embarrass you by 
diverting troops from the Rio Grande, which you 
may deem necessary as reinforcements to the execu- 
tion of your own contemplated operations. 
I have the houor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
To Major General Z. Taylor, commanding army of 
vecupation, Monterey, Mexico. 


War Department, Washington, Oct. 13, 1846. 
Sir: A messenger will leave this place to-morrow 
morning with despatches for General Taylor. It is 
proper to apprize you that au end will be put to the 
armistice agreed on by him and Gen. Ampudia for 
eight weeks, subject to the orders of their respective 
governments, by instructions from this department. 








authorities of Mexico may be considered as dispos- 


Gen. Taylor, when he entered into it, was not ap- 
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prized of the determination (subject to his concur- 


rence) of the government to send an expedition into 
the southern part of Tamaulipas. The continuance 
of the armistice for eight weeks might interfere with 
that expedition. You will notsuspend your arrange. 
ments and efforts to move forward with that expedi 
tion at the earliest period. 
You will have been apprized by my communica- 
tions of the 22d of September of the views of the 
erg magn in regard to this expedition. As the 
orce to compose it is to be organized from the troops 
under the command of Gen. Taylo., and, of course, 
the movement subject to his approval, you will re- 
ceive orders from him in regard to it. It is not 
doubted that it will receive his hearty approval. It 
is very desirable that the department of Tamaulipas 
should be occupied by our troops before the meeting 
of the Mexican congress. All the regular troops 
which can be spared from the seaboard, &c., have 
been or will be immediately ordered to the Rio 
Grande. 1t is probable they will be needed fur your 
command. 

We shal] anxiously await your determination as to 
the route to be taken. Since writing the last des- 
patch to you I have received information which in- 
duces me to believe that it can be made by land, but 
that information is not of such a character as to war- 
rant any limitation to the discretion given by the 
department on that point. 

pts with great respect, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Mojor General R. Patterson, United States army, 
Matamoros, Mexico. 


War Department, October 22, 1846. 

Sir: It is apprehended here that the recent change 
in the political affairs of Mexico will have an im. 
portant bearing upon our military movements, and 
may render it necessary to modify, in some respects 
the plans of operation. 

Santa Anna is atthe head of the war party, and, 
appears to have entered with zeal upon his duties as 
general in chief of the Mexican army. It is net im- 


probable that he may succeed in collecting and keep- 
ing together a considerable force; but the promise of 


change in the form of government is probably a more 


important consideration in regard to the prosecution 
The northern departments of Mexico 


of the war. 
were opposed to the central and in favor of the fede. 
ral system. 
maintained by military power. 


disaffection to the central government. 


The existence of this disaffection was not over- 
looked either by yourself or the government here 


inthe plan of the campaign designed to be prin- 


cipally confined to these provinces, and it was pre- 
sumed that it would materially affect the extent 


to which our operations in them could be safely car- 
ried. 

The views presented in your communications of the 
2d of July, and Ist of August, appeared to be sound, 


and were fully concurred in by the government.— 


According to these views, the extent to which you 
could penetrate the enemy’s country in the direc- 
tion of Monterey, would depend mainly upon the 
facility of obtaining supplies and of keeping open 
your line of communication with the Rio Grande.— 
In both theee respects, it was foreseen that much 


would depend upon the disposition and feelings of 


the Mexican people. ‘Though there was, when you 
wrote your letter of the Ist of August, as you state, 
good reason to believe that the country lying be- 
tween the Rio Grande and the Sierra Madre, was 
disposed to throw off the yoke of the central govern- 
ment, and there was then a hope that it would do so 
when there should be a strong American force be- 
tween it and the city of Mexico, the aspect of things, 
in this particular, appears to have since changed.— 
The new rulers of Mexico have declared in favor of 
the federal) sysiem, and thus gratified the wishes of 
the northern provinces. It ia, | apprehend, no longer 
reasonable to expect from them even neutrality, and 
our measures must be taken on the assumption that 
they will co operate with the enemy in carrying on 
the war, and do all they can to impede our move- 
ments. In your communication of the Ist of August, 
you state thut, ‘whether a Jarge force can be sub- 
sisted beyond Monterey, must be determined by ac 

tual experience, and will depend much upon the 
disposition of the inhabitants towards us.” We are 
led to believe, from all the information we have 
received, that the inhabitants are not only hostile, 
but will be active in obstructing our march ito the 
interior; and that it will ot be safe to proceed be- 
yond Monterey with a view of taking and holdinga 
permanent position. The risk of extending your 
line beyond thet poi t or such positions as you 
Tk tity bee nis weer e ond se urite, wonld 


The former was forced upon them and 


This undoubtedly 
produced throughcul these provinces considerable 
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probably counterbalance the advantages of pro- 

ceeding further into the interior, unless you have 

an adequate force, and could command ample 

means te reach San Luis Potosi with a view to its 

secure occupation. It is believed you are not ina 

condition to de this if the disposition of the Mexican 

people is such as has been indicated. Indeed, seri- 

ous doubts are entertained here whether you ought 

to extend your line beyond the place you have reach- 

ed and its necessary dependencies. Should you con- 

cur in this view, as it is presumed you will from the 

tenor of your despatches, you wil] then turn your at. 

tention to securing your position at Monterey, keep- 
ing open your line of communication with the Rio 
Grande. I refer you to what was said on this sub- 
ject in my Jetler of the 13th inst. It is not intended 

by what is here said that you should be restrained 
from making excursions beyond Monterey and the 

department of New Leon, if you should see occasion 
todoso. The enemy should be impressed with the 
belief that you intend to move forward, to the end 
that they may not withdraw their forces and employ 
them on other points. Should the force assembled 
to resist you be withdrawn, or ascertained not to be 
in sufficient number to oppose serious obstacles to 
your farther advance, you will exercise your own 
diseretion, under all the circumstances, in regard to 
any forward movement; but it is not thought here 
that this can be done with a view to take a perma- 
nent position much beyond that you now occupy, un- 
less you should deem it proper for your own securily 
at Monterey to advance so far as to occupy the diffi- 
cult passes between that city and Saltillo. This, 
however, is left allogether to your own judgment.— 
Monterey nay be considered a position in advance 
of Monclova and Chihuahua, and it is questionable 
whether, ina military point of view, the eccupation 
ef them, with the ascertained change in the circum- 
stances and feelings of the inhabitants, will produce 
compensating advantages, as a considerable force, 
which might be usefully employed in other quarters, 
will be requiried to take and hold them. 

It is not doubted that General Woo! will be able to 
capture Chihuahua; but if the population should be 
disposed, as it is apprehended they will be, to ob- 
struct his movements and withhold supplies, it is 
doubtful whether he has a sufficient force to sustain 
himself long in that position. Should the contem 
plated military and naval operations on the gulf 
coast be put in execution, troops to reinforce him, 
in case his condition required it, cannot well be 
spared. Under a full view of all the circumstances, 
it is suggested whether it would not be best to 
have his forces united wiih yours at Monterey or on 
the Rio Grande. If he should not have advanced 
too far on his march to Chihuahua befere you can 
communicate with him, it may be advisable that he 
should at once form a junction with you. With 
these suggestions, which are necessarily vague for 
want of more full and particular information on the 
subject, this matter is left entirely to your discre 
tion. 


In a communication received from General Kear- 
ny, written soon after he had taken Santa Fe, he 
informed the department that he might have more 
troops than were necessary for his purposes, and in 
that event should detach a few hundred men and 
send them to General Wool. Should General Wool 
be ordered to join you, it will be important that in- 
formation should be sent to notify this detachment 
of the change in his position and to give it instruc- 
tions for 1 conduct. Should it proceed to Chihua- 
hua and Gen. Wool not be there, it will be exposed 
to be cut off. Jam not prepared tosay what dispo- 
sition should be made of this detachment, if it has 
in fact been sent forward to join the Chihuahua 
expedition. It in important that it should re- 
ceive such orders as will Jead to its safety. ‘General 
Wool will be instructed by you to look to this.— 
The mere intimation from General Kearny that he 
might send olf such a detachment renders it necessa- 
ry that proper steps should be taken to prevent it 
trom failing ile the hands of the enemy. 

1 informed you in my last despatch, that, in con- 
nexion with an invasion of Tamaulipas and an attack 
on ‘T'ampico,an expedition against Vera Cruz was then 
under advisement. Upon a more full consideration 
of the subject, it is believed that Vera Cruz may be 
taken, and having possession of that city, the Castle 
of San Juan de Ulloa might probably be reduced or 
compelled to surrender. If the expedition could go 
forth without the object being known to the enemy, 
it is supposed that four thousand troops would be 
sufficient force for the enterprise, receiving as they 
would the co operation of our naval force in the 
gulf; butat least fifteen hundred or two thousand of 
them should be ef the regular army, and under the 
command of officers best calculated for such an un- 
dertaking. In looking at the present disposition of 
the troops, it appears to be scarcely possible to get 
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the requisite number of regulars without drawine 
some of those now with you at Monterey, or on th 
way to that place. Should you decide against hold 
ing military possession of any place in Coahuila or 
Chihuahua, and order the troops under Genera] Wool 
to join you, it is presumed that the requisite force 
for the expedition to Vera Cruz could be detacheg 
without interfering with your plans of operation 
Whilst the government is anxious that nothing shaulq 
occurto prevent the expedition to Vera Cruz re- 
garding itof great importance, yet if, by withdraw. 
ing from your immediate command the force neces. 
sary for this purpose, the army with you may be pla- 
ced in danger, this expedition must, for the presen; 
be either deferred or abandoned—a result deeply to 
be regretted. On the spot, you will know the 
strength of the force advancing against you, and the 
number of troops necessary to resist it. You wijj 
by no means weaken yourself so as to expose the 
army under your command to the probable hazard of 
disaster. Jt is desirable to avoid delay. You wij) 
therefore, unless it materially interferes with your 
own plan of operations, or weakens you too much ip 
your presert position, make the necessary arrange. 
ments for having four thousand men—of whom f(- 
teen hundred or two thousand should be regular 
troops—ready to embark for Vera Cruz, or such 
other destination as may be given them, atthe ear. 
liest practicable period. ‘The place of embarkation 
will probably be the Brazos Santiago, or in that 
vicinity. 





The preparations for such a movement will ne. 
cessarily atiract public allention and give rise to 
rumors as to its destination, and knowledge of it may 
reach the enemy inseason for them to take additiona| 
measures to defend that place, unless great caution 
is observed. It seems now to be generally under- 
stood, that an expedition is about to be fitted out 
against Tampico, or some place in the department 
of Tamaulipas. It may be well to have such gene. 
rally considered the point of attack, and, should un- 
foreseen difficulties arise in regard to Vera Cruz, the 
movement may be turned in that direction. If the 
impression generally prevails that an expedition is 
fitting out for Tampico, or some place on the coast 
of Tamaulipas, the enemy will more readily expect 
a forward movement on your part towards San Luis 
Potosi, as colemporaneous with such an attack, and 
under this view of our operations, would be diverted 
from any extraordinary preparations for the defence 
of Vera Cruz. Tampico may be attacked by the 
squadron aloue, before the embarkation of the land 
furce; but to accomplish the primary object, the 
military expedition will proceed directly to Vera 
Cruz, and, with the co-operation of the squadron, 
have betler assurance of success in the combined 
attack on that place. Secrecy is, therefore, of the 
utmost importance. The belief should be encouraged 
that Tampico is the destination of the expedition, 
and its real object be made known only to such of- 
‘ficers as must be apprised of it to enable them to 
perform their duty in the enterprise, and, to them, 
under the strictest injunction of confidence. 

Enclosed you will receive a copy of a communica- 
tion from Mr. , and it is believed that entire 
confidence may be placed in the accuracy of his re- 
presentations, as they are founded on his personal 
observations. You will also receive herewith a 
rough sketch of the topography of Vera Cruz and 
the a‘jacent localities. These you are desired to 
piace in the hands of the commanding officer of 
the expedition, with such remarks and suggestions 
of your own as nay be useful to him. 

As it was suggested in former communications 
that Major General Patterson should be placed in 
command of the expedition against Tamaulipas, It 
is deemed proper that he should still occupy that 
position in the expedition filled out against Vera 
Cruz. I have no further suggestions to make as to 2 





regard to the commanding officer of the regular 
force, it would meet the views of the government 
if you should select Brevet Brigadier Gen. Worth. 
In that event you are directed by the president to 
assign him to that command by virtue of his brevet 
rank. | 

It 1s proposed that Col. Totten, the chief engners 
Major Baker, of the ordnance corps, and some 0 
ficer of rank and experience of the tupographica 
corps, shall accompany the expedition, with yt 
of inferior rank in their respective Dranches of the 
public service. Such of these officers as are “es 
not with the army will be erdered to proceed to + 
Rio Grande, and report to ihe commander of | 

edition. . 
sy have the honor to be, very respectfully your 
obedient servant, WM. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of war 


Mexico. 





brigadier general to command the volunteers. In § 













Major General Z. Taylor, commanding U. S. arwy i 
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rawine Headquarters army of Occupation, ered about equidistant from the Rio Grande and San|in the secretary's letter being confined to this ge- 
-on th. Camp near Monterey, Oct. 12,1846. | Luis. Every day’s march beyond it lengthens our | neral theatre of operations. Should the government 
st hold Sin—I have the honor to acknowledge the com- already long line and curtails theirs—weakens us, | determine to strike a decisive blow at Mexico, it is 
huila ot munication of the secretary of war, with enclosures, |and gives them strength. Hence the movement | my opinion that the force should land near Vera Cruz 
al Wool dated the 22d ultimo: also one from your office of should not be undertaken except with a force so large | or Alvarado, and after establishing a secure depot, 
te force September 21, relative to the resignations of volun-| as to render success certain. march thence on the capital. The amount of troops 
lelached jeer officers, and ‘General Orders” No. 41, all of | In the above calculation 1 have supposed the | required for this service would not fall short, in my 
ation. which were delivered by Lieut. Armistead on the | Mexicans able to concentrate at San Luis a force | judgment, of 25,000 men, of which at least 10,000 to 
gshould i 40th instant. of 40,000 to 50,000 men. With tolerable stability, | be regular troops. 
Jruz, re- It will be seen at once that, under the terms of the }in the government, { doubt not their ability to do} In conclusion, I feel it my duty to make some re- 
ithdraw- capitulation fof Monterey, 1 cannot detach a force | this, and it is not safe to assume any less number as | marks, which I would gladly have been spared the 
fe neces. F = south of a line from Linares to San Fernando, and | a basis. necessity of submitting. I feel it due to my position 
y be pla- cannot, therefore, even where there no obstacles,| The force of twelve months’ volunteers has suf-| and to the service, to record my protest against the 
> present, comply at present with the instructions of the secre- fered greatly from disease. Many have died, and a| manner in which the department has sought to make 
deeply to tary. [cannot doubt that on receiving the intelli-| great number have been discharged from disability. | an important detachment from my command, speci- 
‘now the gence of the capture of Monterey, modified instrue- | So much has their effective strength been reduced | fically indicating not only the general officers, but 
|, and the tions were issued by the depart.nent. by this cause and present sickness, that, in the ab-| ‘toa considerable extent the troops that were to 
You will { shall, with as little delay as possible, reply at| sence of official returns | am satisfied that 500 men | compose it. While 1 remain in command of the 
(pose the length to the secretary’s communication, and present | per regiment would be a large average of effectives| army against Mexico, and am, therefore, justly held 
hazard of my Views in extenso on all topics connected with the | among the volunteers. This would give, including | responsible by the government and the country for 
You will, campaign. 1am, sir, very respectfully, your obedi- | the cavalry, a force a little short of 9,000 men, or| the conduct of its operations, I must elaim the right 
with your entservant, Z. TAYLOR, adding 4,000 regulars, (our present strength is not| of organizing all detachments from it, and regulat- 
© much in Major Gen. U.S. army,commanding. | 3,000,) a total force of 13,000 men. Leaving the ing the time and manner of their service. Above 
yarrange. fm The adjt. gen. of the army, Washington, D. C. very moderate number of 3,000 to secure our rear, | all do I consider it importani, that the department 
whom fif- § — I should not be able to march from Saltillo, with | of war should refrain from corresponding directly : 
e regular Headquarters Army of Occupation, present and expected means, at the head of more! with my subordinates, and communicating orders u 
, OF such Camp near Monterey, Oct. 15, 1846. | than 10,600—a number which, from considerations | and instructions on points which, by all military pre- | 
atthe ear. Sia: In my acknowledgment, dated the 12th inst., | above stated, 1 deem to be entirely inadequate. cept and practice, pertain exclusively to the general ' 
nbarkation of the instructions of the secretary of war, of Sep-| And I now come to the point presented in the se-| in chief command. Confusion and disaster alone can hi 
or in that tember 22d, I briefly stated that the detachment to |cretary’s letter. A simultaneous movement on Sar:| result from such a course. The reason alleged, viz: | 
Tampico, could not be made without contravening | Luis and Tampico is there suggested; but it will|the Joss of time in communicating with General 
it will ne the convention of Monterey. Other reasons and | readily be seen that, with only half the force which | Patterson, has no application; for the secretary’s 
ive rise to more detailed views on this point, and the general |I consider necessary to march on one point, it is| despatch came from thal officer to my headquarters | 
ye of It may question | of the campaign, I left toa subsequent | quite impossible to march on both, and that nothing | in sixty hours, and he could not move, at aug rate, 
E additiens! communication, which 1 have now the honor to | short of an effective force of 25,000 to 30,000 men | without drawing largely upon this column for artil- 
eat caution submit for the information of the general inchiefand | would, on military principles, justify the double | lery and regular troops. 
rally under- the secretary of war. Such a point has been reach. | movement. : And it is to be remarked that the pos- 1 beg it may be understood, that my remarks have 
e filted out edin the conduct of the war and the progress of | session of Tampico 1s indispensable in case we ad-|no personal application. It is quite probable, that 
department our arms, as to make it proper to place my impres- | vance to San Luis, for the line hence to the latter | in the event of making such a deiachment, | would 
“such gene- sions and convictions very fully before the govern- | place is entirely too long to be maintained perma- | have placed it under Major General Patterson; but 
, Should un- ment. _ | hently, and must be abandoned for the shorter one |] conceive that this mode of regulating details, and 
ra Cruz, the I wish to remark, first of all, that I have eonsid- | from Tampico, the moment San Luis is taken. ordering detachments direct from the department 
ion, If the ered Brigadier General Wool, though formally un- I have spoken only of the number of troops deem- | of war, is a violation of the integrity of the chief 
»Xpedition is der my orders, yelas charged by the government | ed necessary for the prosecution of the campaign be | command in the field, pregnant with the worst evils, 
on the coast with a distinct operation, with which | was not at| yond Saltillo. It wili be understood that largely in- | and against which I deem it my duty rcspectfully, 
adily expect liberty to interfere. Though greatly in doubt as to| creased means and material of every kind will be | but earnestly to protest. 
‘ds San Luis the practicability of his reaching Chihuahua with | equally necessary to render the army efficient, such; 1am, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
» attack, and artillery, and deeming the importance of the opera- | ag cavalry and artillery borses, means of transport, } Z. TAYLOR, 
J be diverted tion at any rate to be not at all commensurate with its | ordnance stores, &c. Major General, U. S. Army, 
r the defence difficulty and expense, 1 have accordingly refrained The department may be assured that the above The ApsuTant GENERAL, of the army, Washing- 
acked by the from controlling his movements in any way. His; views have not been given witliout mature reflection,! ton, D.C. 
» of the land a eine apes forms no element in my calcula- | and have sp va pogges of experience and careful | 
ject, the lons, particularly as it is now, or soon will be en- inquiry. It will be for the government todetermine| ... ... iE RENEE TAPER GORA Tag Say 
Lane Vera lirely beyond my reach. whether the war shall be Srededaned by directing an PROCLAMATION OF SANTA ANNA. 
he squadron, The Mexican army under General Ampudia has | active campaign against San Luis and the capital, 
‘he combined left Saltillo, and fallen back on San Luis Potosi—|or whether the country already gained shall be held,,| Counrrymen—Faithful to the solemn promises 
refore, of the the last detachment, as | understand, being under | and a defeasive attitude assumed. In the latter case,| which 1 made on my return to this country in Au- 
ye encouraged orders to march to day. General Santa Auna reach- | the general line of the Sierra Madre might very gust last, and determined torespect the national will, 
e expedition, ed San Luis on the 8th instant, and is engaged in well be taken; but even then, with the enemy in| whatever it should be, | have directed all my atten- 
ily to such of- concentrating and organizing the army at that point. | force in my front, it might be imprudent to detach | tion to the defence of the country, to the sustaining 
able them to Whether the withdrawal of the forces to San Luis | to Tampico so large a force as 3,000 or 4,000 men,|of her threatened liberties, to restore to our arms 
and, to them, be intended to draw us into the country far from particularly of the description r quired for that ope- their old brilliancy, (which had been tarnished in 
ence. supplies and support, or whether it be a political ration. If the co-operation of the army, therefore, | the late conflicts, ) and to rout the enemy who atl- 
a communica- movement, connected with Santa Anna’s return to| be deemed essential to the su ccess of the expedition | tempts to blot out Mexico from the cataiogue of na- 
‘ed that entire power, it is impossible to say; it is sufficient for my | against Tampico, | trust that it will be postponed for | tions. Fally sausfied with the honor of exposing 
racy of his re- Present argument to know that a heavy force is as- | the present. my life for the good of my country, (and, perhaps, 
1 his personal sembling in our front. Saltillo, the capital of Coa- l have not been unmindful of the importance of | Hot without hopes of acquiring an tumortal name, 
e herewith a huila, 1s virtually in our possession, and can be oc- 


; | De taking Tampico, and have at least once addressed | iM securing her glory forever, by placing her in that 
Vera Cruz and Cupied, if necessary, the moment the convention is at} the department on the subject. Nothing but the| Prominent position which she ought to occupy 
are desired to ii 7 lhe occupation of Saltillo will lengthen our | known exposure of the place to the ravages of the | @uongst the civilized nations of this part of the 
ding officer of rap 5 miles, but, on the other hand, may enable us yellow fever prevented me fro: organizing an expe- globe,) | came to take command of the army. IL 
nd suggestions pt raw al leasta portion of our breadstulls from the | dition against itlastsummer. I knew that, if taken, knew very well how dangerous the enterprise was; 
2 erent San Luis is about 300 miles from Saltillo, | jt could not with any certainty be held, and that the | | knew te risks and compromises | would have to 
cmmunications Pp ; aps more. cause would not be removed before the last of No-| incur; I knew that the army was very small, and 

be placed 0 Mj San Luis is acity of some 60,000 inhabitants, | vember or first of December. | disorganized in consequence of the late discords, and 
Tamaulipas, It Na country abundant in resources, and at no great It may be expected that I should give my views | that there were few of the corps who retained relicts 
i] wceupy that Stance from the heart of the republic, whence 


ne astothe policy of occupying a defensive line to Of instruction and discipline; | knew that the ex- 
t against Vera Aanitions of war and reinforcements can readily be | which I have above alluded. I am free to confess chequer of the nation was exhausted; that public 


o make as toa fawn. It is at the same time nearly 600 miles | that, in view of the difficulties and expense allending spirit was broken down, and that all were tired of 


yolunteers. “ me ftom the Rio Grande, which must continue to be the | @ movement into the heart of the country, and par- | the repeated revolutions which have been taking 
of the regular owe of our operations, at least until we reach San 


ticularly in view of the unsettled and revolutionary | place constantly, during the long period of more 
he governmen vse character of the Mexican government, the occupa- | than twenty-five years; but | was determined to sa- 
r Gen. Worth. In view of the above facts, | hazard nothing in| tion of such a line seems to me the best course that | crifice myself for my country, aod without hesitation 
he president 0 HM 8ying that a column to move on San Luis from Sul-| can be adopted. The line taken might either be | Ll instantly took the immense responsibility on my 
e of his prevel ilo, Should, to insure success, be at least 20,000 | that on which we propose to insist as the boundary | shoulders. 

‘tong, of which 10,000 should be regular troops.— between the republics—say the Rio Grande—orthe| Surrounded by difficulties and thousands of obsta- 
chief enginee!, er much reflection | consider the above as the|lineto which we have advanced, viz: the Sierra, cles, which | had seen without being able to sur- 
, and some OF Be allest number of effective troops that could be em- Madre, including Chihuahua and Santa Fe. ‘The | mcunt, and to do all which, as a Mexican and as a 

topographicy ployed on this service without incurring the hazard] former line could be held with a much sapallei )geucral who ieves his couwiry and his honor, limight 
on, with yt of disaster and perhapsdefeat. There would be re- force than the latter; but even the line of the Sier-, think expedient and necessary, 1 felt very much 
ranches of ze quired, besides, to keep open our long line, protect; fra Madre could be held with a force greatly less afflicted, considering myself as the great centre of 
prs as are f0 ® depots, and secure the country already gained, | than would be required for an active campaign.— | all hopes, and l treuwbled coutemplating how close- 


he ma : : é et 
ee i — of 5,000 men—this, without including the} Monterey controls the great outlet from the inte-| ly leagued are my destinies with those of (this coun- 
mander 


°e Necessary to send to Tampico to take or hold 










a rior; @ strong garrison at this point, with an ad-/ try, which is so beloved by me. A single fault on 
rally yout Th, ate, ; vance at Saltillo, and small corps at Monclova, Lin-| my part could have submerged her forever in an 

spectful yJ ‘ l@ above estimate may seem large when itis re- | ares, Victoria, and Tampico would effectually cover, abyss of ignominy; and that it was easy to do but dil- 

1ARCY, ne red that important results have been gained | the line. | ficult to mend. 

etary of of in &much smaller force. But we have hitherto I have limited my remurks to the position of the The supreme government knew all my efflictions 

g U.S. ary Perate hear our own base, and the Mexicans at a 


army on this frontier and the requirements for aj and fears, as | tovk care of advising il of ail, plac- 


“a distance from theirs. Saltillo may be consid- | campaign against San Luis Potosi; the suggestions} ing constantly before it the doleful picture of the 
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sufferings which the army was enduring. And | con- 
tinually requested them to send resources to cover 
the great and urgent necessities with which I was 
surrounded; but I did not wish to publish my fre- 
quent and nearly daily communications, fearing that 
my letters might be badly interpreted, and also that 
the enemy would be made acquainted by them of our 
painful and difficult situation, and would have re- 
covered more courage and probably have undertaken 
larger enterprises. 


I thought of deserving, by such noble conduct, 
the esteem of all my fellow citizens, who, certainly, 
being aware of the facts, could not do less than ap- 
preciate in it uJ] that should be considered noble and 
great. But, unfortunately, 1 see that | was mis. 
taken, and that far from granting to me their sym- 
pathy, if not praise, they heap upon me affronts and 
vituperation. I am accused of apathy and inaction. 
It is supposed that I see with cool indifference the 
ills of the country, and some of them have gone so 
far as to present me in the eyes of the world as a 


traitor. 


Why then this detention in San Luis? says the hos- 
tile party of the pre-s. Why, when the gencral of 
the enemy freely and with a small body of troops 
explores the States of Coahuila, Nueva Leon, and 
Tamaulipas, do they not go out and meet him? Why 
does not the commander in chief advance into the 
country? Why does he not fight him and drive him 
out of the country? Fellow citizens, hear me, and 
believe that no one wishes more than myself that the 


their rations, which have been therefore taken on 
credit. 

The heroic defenders of Monterey, wounded by 
the balls of the enemy, are lying here, quite aban- 
doned, without any other assistance than that which 
the charity and the patriotism of a few inhabitants 
gives them. 


There is not in this fellow citizens, any exaggera- 
tion. I appeal to the testimony of the authorities of 
San Luis; since the 25th of December it ‘has been 
scarcely possible to assist the troops with two days’ 
pay, which has. served more to pay off old debts than 
to attend to present necessities. Of the $400,000 
appropriated for the expenses of the army, only 
$175,000 have come to hand which was received in 
December last, and nothing this present month; and 
in order to help the great wants | was compelled to 
engage my personal credit for the amcunt of $20,009 
which were lent to me on pledge of my private pro- 
perty, and which were sent to the division in obser- 
vation at Tula. Could the army under such misera- 
ble circumstances, make a movement? Far, very far, 
aim I from insinuating that the Mexican soldier de- 
pends upon the promptness with which his coun- 
try pays him, but there are difficulties which it is 
impossible for us to overcome. It is impossible to 
give rations to the troops when there are no rations, 
or to pay them when there is no money. ‘This is, 
as described, the situation of the army, as courage- 
ous, and as full of patriotism as any other in the 
world, which it will sacrifice itself with its chiefs for 
the national honor; it is ils wish, and if it asks for 





day of glory for the country, the day of confusion 
and horror to the unjust enemy, should shine; but, 
unfortunately, holy as my wishes are, the difficulties | 
are great with which | am beset. 

On my arrival at the capitol, the army was not 
what it is to-day, as you will easily see by my nar-| 


ration. Since that time it has been increased three- | 
fourths of its original force. 


I did not find here, | 
nor was there any, in any other places, a deposit of | 
men, horses, or equipments. 1 was compelled first | 
to send for the men of all the states to fill up the’ 
regiments. A soldier cannot be made at once, and 
the whole world knows that the ordnance requires | 
four months at least of instruction, for the pur. | 
ose of being able to doduty in time of peace.— 
Would it have been prudent, then, wishi.g to escape 
from the note of inactionyto take the initiative, and | 
to present myself to the field with an army of no- | 
vices, composed of men taken up in the moment | 
from their domestic occupation:? Would the peo- 
ple not accuse me then, and with more reason, of | 
having exposed to an evident danger, the honor of | 
our arms and the liberty of our country, having | 
committed the imprudence of operating with men 
and not with soldiers? Was it not my duty to pre-| 
pare ammunition—to collect and improve the arms | 
--to bring from all points the artillery, and at last | 
to gather all the war materials? Think about this 
with impartiality, and afterwards judge if I de- 
serve to be reprimanded. But it is not sufficient, if 
we desire to secure a victory to our arms, that the | 
army which | have the honor to command should be | 
numerous and disciplined; it is not sufficient if this | 
army is possessed of the most eminent enthusiasm | 
to avenge the outrages that have veen done to the| 
nation; this is a great deal, certainly, but it is by no 
means all that is required. Full of fire, and desi- 
rous of glory, the gallant republicans of the army 
of the Ajps would not have been able todo what 
they did if instead of finding the beautiful and fer- 
tile fields of italy, they had met with barren deserts 
and obliged to cross in the horrid wudity in which 
they were. No help could be given to them for the 
moment, but their young general, from the snowy 
top of the Alps, pointed out to them the relic cities 
which would become a prize to their army. They 
saw with wonder the magnificent palaces to » hich 
victory Jed them. Has the Mexican soldier the 
same perspection? He has to march through bis 
own country, and he ts obliged to respect the houses 
and property of bis countrymen, ho expect from 
him protection. All nearly deserted, It does not ol- 
fer a shelter against the elements, wor a suflicient 
quantity of water for the men and horses; il we ad- 


vance, it is necessary lo put from distance to dis- | 


tance depots of provisions where the soldier will be 
able to find, after being worn down by latigue and 
hunger, the necessary res urces to live on. With- 


out this it seems impossible for the army to make | 


any movement, Has anything been done concern- 
ing this important matter, although 1 have made 
teousands of representati ns? [tis very painful to 





tell it, Mexicans, but] cannot keep it secret any 


longer; 


The army is kept ina state of great nakedness, and 
in the most dreadful misery—so much so that for 


assistance, only to satisfy its wants, it does it so as to 
be able ‘c approach the enemy, to sustain its good 
nanme,and the glory and liberty of the nation to 
which it belongs. 


Useless have been, till to-day, all the endeavors I 
have used, all the steps that | have taken, having in 
view the receipts of the necessary funds. Notes over 
notes were almost daily repeated, showing the horrid 
state in which the troops were placed. The answers 
to all these were promises and remote hopes, which 
I fear will never be realized, or if so, they willcome 
perhaps too late. 


I think that [ have fulfilled, by this, my duties be- 
cause itis not for me to propose the way of provid- 


_ing the necessary funds, and | have only to say that 


if the nation wishes, as | think, to carry on the war, 
it must be known that those sma]! sums that have 
been from time to time remitted are not of great 
help, because they will do only to cover the wants 
of a day; they are not sufficient to make permanent 
impression, nor to base further operations upon. If 


| those who are able to do itare not willing to help the 


army, the only protection which the country has will 
be exposed, and they may lose all, with their inde- 
pendence, and they will be obliged to transmit to 
posterity a name fuil of ignominy. 


Countrymen: | would have omitted to present to 
you such a picture as that given to you now, and 
which | know will fill your hearts with bitterness; 
but | find myself compelled to give you notice of all 
that occurs. It would be a crime were it not brought 
to your notice. Idonot accuse any one, nor do | 
direct myself to any body; but I cannot consent that, 
the honor of the army, and mine also, should suffer 
when in no period of our history has the army de- 
served more credit and more esteem {rom the whole 
country. 


Concerning myself, I shall repeat the last time, 
Mexicans, that I still recollect that the nation called 
me to defend her in the present contest, and to re- 
store to her her liberty, honor, and glory, or perish 
with her, This is my only desire, anc I do not want, 
nor do | pretend anything else. But if, unforta- 
nately, credit should not be given to my words—if, 
against all hopes, somebody shvuld think me not ca- 
pable of keeping faith with them, 1 shall prove it 
with deeds. Tell me, if it is desired to deliver up 
ihe command of the army, and I wall do it, although 
1 would lose by that the last opportunity te acquire 
an immortal name; because when it concerns my 
country, her feelings and glory, there is nothing, 
nothing in the world, difficult to me. I will retire 
if itis thought useful, not to take the power which 
was conferred upon ne a few days ago, because | 
have already said more than once that 1 do not wish 
any more employment nor other honor than that of 


| saving my country in the present war with the Unit- 


ed States; and as soon as it has been done | shall re- 
lire to my domestic hearth, and no human power 
will be able to take me from thence to public life. 
And still if my self-denial is not judged sufficient— 
if my presence is thought dangereus on the soil on 


noting has been done, and » hat is werse,} which | was born—I shall seek in a foreign country 


I don see that there is any prospect ol duing it.— | an asylum for my last days, in which | shall pray 


_constantly for the prosperity and inerease of my 
| country. For, very far am | from having an ambi- 


twenty-five days I have not been able to pay | tion less noble and praiseworthy because, undeceiy- 





ed of the value of power and distinction, there on} 
remains to me one true pleasure, which is to des : 
and enjoy the applause and esteem of my fe 
citizens. 
ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA 
Headquarters, San Luis Potosi, Jan. 26, 1847. | 
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TREATING WITH MEXICO FOR PEacr 





A series of demonstrations, have been made by ou, 

A : od Gristle ; Ur 
Executive, which, if judiciously conceived hay 
certainly been most unfortunate in their results, P 

The whole country was taken by surprise, whe 
the president in his annual message of December 
1845, announced to congress that a minister had al. 
ready embarked and was probably by that time in 
Mexico, charged with the duty of proposing term, 
with a view of avoiding a war. The most profoung 
secrecy had been imposed upon that occasion. Tie 
object of this secrecy was said to be to steal q march 
upon the European governments. We took occasion 
at the time, to express deep felt regret that an Open 
formal, respectful, and imposing mission, had not beer 
preferred to a secret one—and that a purpose bad 
not been publicly avowed, of proposing to Mexico ty 
purchase, for a fair equivalent, the Californias, and 
to adjust the boundary lines between us, as well as all 
other subjects of difference, in an amicable as welj 
as equitable spirit. Twenty, or twenty five millions 
of dollars would have been cheerfully paid by th 
country for the lexican ports upon the Pacific anq 
intervening territory. Such a sum, offered ina map. 
ner not wounding to the pride of the Mexican nation, 
would Have been a relief to them, and one in their 
known financial difficulties, not to be disregarded,— 
Mexico might and we think ought to have been ap. 
proached for a purchase of California, as France was 
for the purchase of Louisiana, and Spain was for that 
of Florida. It would have been a plain “business trans. 
action,’’ and instead of being roused at once to the d- 
fence of their sovereignty, instead of having their self. 
respect and pride to rally and maintain, they would 
have come to the question as a matter of interest;—is 
California, and the slender chance there is of Mexi- 
co retaining it much longer, worth more than the 
United States now offers us for it?” Mexican atates- 
men as well as all other intelligent men, must know, 
that it is beyond the power of any government to ar- 
rest the tide or turn the humour of emigration which 
is sweeping onward with resistless impetuosily from 
east to west—and they must be aware toa, that the 
Mexican government could not long pretend to con- 
trol the new population which California is about 
to acquire in this process. Had they not better en- 
brace the opportunity of getting a fair price for the 
territory, than by attempting to hold on, inevitably 
lose it? 

Such, we have very little doubt, might have been 
made the question with the Mexicans.—had they 
been approached as every sovereign independent 
power has a right to require, and as a weak and 
touchy neighbour would be more likely to be scru- 
pulous in requiring and which « republie, of all other 
governments is bound to be scrupulcus about. 

Instead of being so approached, it unfortunately 
happened that when Mr. Slidell reached the repub- 
lic of Mexico, he took the Mexican people as much 
by surprise as his appointment occasioned here. The 
executive of Mexico, tottering before, was over 
whelmed by the suspicions which Mr. Slidell’s ap 
proach in so secret, so questionable a manner, arous 
ed againstthem. Herrera fell, under the weight of 
these imputations. Parede> succeeded to power upon 
the very question of rejecting the overtures which 
Mr. Slideil was suspected of making. 

A second Cemonstration was made, it is supposed, 
by a mission to Cuba, whilst Santa Anna was res 
dent upon that island, which was certainly nol mote 
fortunate in iis results, even if more judicious in 18 
inception. be 

A third approach, if we may credit the Uniled 
States Gazette, aud other proiwinent journals, !i 
been recently alltempted, with no better succes$— 
The following extract will lurnish our readers with 
a specimen of what is said upon the subject. We 
look (ur some official or semi-official notice of the 
affiair, to place the Executive in its proper po" 
tion. 

From the United States Gazette. 
THE MISSION AND THE MISSIONARIES. 

“Meanwhile, we hear of a peace mission, kept 
secret Lill now, of Senor Atocha, a resident of 0! 
city, bu! a South American (avd a Mexican, we D 
lieve,) by birth.” 

The above is from the New York Express. Wey 
wish to notice a slight inaccuracy in the remarks 
our contemporary, and then to note a flagrant wr" 
by the government. Atocha, we believe, is 00'4 
Mexican by birth; if he is, he certainly cannot be 
South American, 

































































But | 
deed, h 
the Pre 
cate er 

le pre 
; Jicy? 
Atoc! 
He wer 
ed, but 
governn 
left it in 
where, ¢ 
the polic 
count ag 
of which 
sequent. 
moveme: 
ip the Ui 
; Mexico, 
the repul 
pot know 
Mexico, | 

We spr 
js correct 
injudicion 
ployment 
a people. 
minister ¢ 
great diffi 
the editor 
belief that 
ressful or 
of the Me: 
prdinary ¢ 
of the Uni 
rovernmer 
ny respec 
jalion, WO 
portant mi 
by & perdor 
We hope 
wii from t 
nnot beli 
ep a8 has 
bade. ‘Th 
lales, Who 
be errands 
arlizan wil 
bme of his | 





















































































The whole 
a State of 
be imminer 
lachments 
ere eviden| 
em, and wi 
¢ last num 
lore intelji 
"under G. 
What was. 
General T 
100 men, w 
cked by S: 
Nor, as to | 
ous, 
The first r 
ta battle 
0 thousand 
lhe Mexiea 
General ‘ 
in the me; 
under Ur 
'a number 
80 to Mont 
T teamsters 
lion with | 
* commu 
“tS Of the 
_ author 
: or, a fich 
W the Pn 
40S On the 
" Brazos di; 
Mant, but 
llerey, 
be 24 Misgj 
b instant, 
Was to le 
Fort 
lors of the 
b like authe 
“Y rume 
reagan 
»:, 2d 0r gj 
littie relian 
On the 
3D arm 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 27, 1847—WAR WITH MEXICO. 











tn om tt 


pan ee ae ane ner mnns a 











_— - 
gee TSS amet 


i) 


But let us look at the mission of 
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ae lly has had any mission. Whom has 
mene only deod, Pe dent ve the United States sent on a deli- 
et pe errand to the Mexican government, to a peo- 
1y fellow il proverbially jealous of personal and national 
aT > ; 
NNA. one we have lieard, is a native of Old Spain. 
teh went some years ago to Mexico, where he resid- 
i ry but having rendered himself very odious to the 
'EACE. : yernment, he was dismissed from the country, and 
ett emt it in disgrace. He then landed at New Orleans, 
ide by our where, alter some time, he was admitted as cne of 
fed, have the police of the city. There he made out an ac- 
sults. count against the Mexican government, of the items 
‘ise, when of which, or the vouchers, we know nothing. Sub- 
December gequently he proceeded north, and after various 
er had al. movements, it seems that he was selected, of all men 
at time in ip the United States, to go on a delicate mission to 
sing lerms Mexico, to be the bearer of the wishes and views of 
t profound the republic of the United States, of whieh we do 
sion. The pot know that he is even a citizen, to the republic of 
eal a march Mexico, from which he had been banished. 


yk Occasion 
tan open, 
ad not been 
arpose had 
. Mexico to 
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We speak from information: and if our information 


injudicious, (to use no harder terw,) than the em- 
ployment of such a man upon such a mission to such 
a people. It is not strange that the extraordinary 
minister of the United States should have found a 


s well as al great difficulty in landing, and it is less strange that 
ble a3 well ihe editors of the Mexican papers should express a 
ive millions belief that his mission would prove abortive; for suc- 
aid by this essful or unsuccessful, as the obstinacy or miseries 
Pacific and HiBofthe Mexicans may triumph, it is evident that no 
sd in a man- ydinary circumstances could warrant the president 
ican nation, MiB the United States in entrusting the affairs of this 
pne in their Mioyernment with such aman. And no man with 
regarded.— ny respect for the government of an independent 
ve been ap: ystion, would offend that nation by sending an tm- 
France was MiBortant message, leading to a national negotiation, 
was for that Hiya person situated as that man is with Mexico. — 

usiness trans: We hope, or rather we desire, that peace may re- 
ice to the de TMBui from this, or some other proposition; but we 
pg their self nnot believe that the people will sustain such a 


, they would 

 interest;—is 

e is of Mezi- 
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, must know, 
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ep a8 has been taken, if any such mission has been 
pde. There are gentlemen enough in the United 
ales, Who speak the Spanish ianguage well, to do 
he errands of the government; and if nothing buta 
rtizab will serve the president, we doubt not that 
pme of his own side could be found. 





WAR WITH MEXICO. 





The whole country has been kept during the week 
astate of intense and dsily increasing anxiety.— 
beimminent peril and sufferings to which the several 
lachments constituting ‘the army of the north,” 
ere evidently exposed when our last accounts left 
em, and which it was our painful duty to publish in 
¢ last number of the Register, were scarcely known 
lore intelligence arrived of the ‘Army of the Cen- 
t” under Gen. Wool and “‘thearmy of Occupation,” 
What was left of it, both united under command 


ght have been 
ns.—had they 
n independent 
s a weak and 


ely to cs pre General Taylor, and comprising together about 
lic, of allo 000 men, weree ither attacked or about to be at- 
16 about. ked by Santa Anna witha force so vastly su- 
. unfortunately 


rior, as to leave the issue very doubtful if not dis- 
ous, 

The first report, reached us on Saturday night, 
labattle or battles had been fought, in which 
Othousand of our army, and four or five thousand 
lhe Mexicans had been killed or wounded—and 
il General Taylor was failing back on Munterey— 
tin the mean time a formidable division of Mexi- 
Munder Urrea was advancing upon Camargo— 
a number of wagons on their route from Ca- 
f§0 to Monterey had been taken by the Mexicans, 
It teamsters ali murdered, and that all commu- 
ation with Monterey was cut off. 

Hhe communications have been cut off, but the 
vrs Of the battles are altogether derived from 
Kican authority, When the last accounts left Gen. 
yet, a fight was expected immediately. 

1 the Pulmetto steamship which reached New 
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ders will ais on the 15th, we have Galveston dates to the 
phen rm Wel “Toz0s dates to the 7ih, and Camargo to the 
yA i f the Milant, but nothing later than the 23d ult. from 
pi notice 0}  Biilerey, 


sp pos ae 
ts proper Pe be 2q Mississippi regiment reached Matamoros 


‘hinstant. They relieve the Indiana regiment, 
Was to leave the 6th for Camargo. 

Fort Harney, (Brazos), March 6, 1847. - 
6f the Picayune—In the absence of any- 
we t ‘Xe authentic information from above, we 
lexican, any rumors, and some of them are exceed- 
Wem "Pleasant. Nothing has been heard from 
fm, “d!or since the 22d, except from Mexicans 
Me reliance can be placed upon their state- 
by. .O% the 22d Gen. Taylor was attacked by 
*Xican army in force of about 15,000, at Agua, 
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this man, if, in- | Nueva, twenty miles beyond Saltillo. Gen. Taylor 


fell baek to Saltillo, and there another engagement 
took place, with severe lo&$ to the Mexican army. 
General Taylor ordered eyerything to be distroyed 
which could not be taken along, and fell back to 
the Rinconada, twenty five miles this side of Saltillo, 
at which pass a body of 5.000 Mexicans were sta- 


tioned. The movements of Gen. Taylor this side of 
Agua Nueva are Mexican accounts. 


Everything is conjecture in relation to what has | 


happened to Gen. Taylor and our little army, in 
consequence of ali communications between Ca- 
margo and Monterey being cut off. It is evident that 
in consequence of so much of Gen. Taylor’s force 


being withdrawn from him for other operations, he 


is in an extremely critical situation. 





Cruz, to be used half a mile in the rear of that city. 
The letter addsa—*They can, from that point, destroy 
the town in a few hours, if necessary. If the Mexi- 
can army should make a rally, gen. Scott will be ready 
to receive them, The position also commands the 
Castle,—that is, they can throw forty shells every 
minute, into the Castle,—and, at a distance of three 
quarters of a mile, beyend the reach of any gun in 
the Castle. We have also the best engineer officers 
in the world.” 

The latest date from Gen. Scott’s division of our 
forces was brought to New Orleans by the brig Ann 
Still, which left Tampico on the 3d inst. Captain 
Stafford, 8th regiment U.S. infantry, came passenger; 
having fallen into the hold of the vessel whilst dis- 
embarking his co npany, and broken two of his ribs, 


ee er 





Col. Curtis was determined to make a strong de- | he returns to reeruit. 


fence at Camargo. 
Call for Volunteers. 


A correspondent of the Picayune, writing from 


By the annexed letter from Tampico, February 28, says—This morning the U. 


Col. Curtis, commanding at Camargo, it will be seen | States steamer Edith, from Brazos Santiago, with 
that a call has been made for a large number of; Gen. Worth and staff and two companies of troops 


volunteers, for the defence of the Rio Grande. 
Headquarters, Camargo March, 2, 1847. 
Sin—lI send an officer to headquarters, at Wash- 


ington, making a requisition on the president of the | 3 
U. States for fifty thousand six months volunteers. | health and fine spirits. 


on board, touched off the bar at the mouth of our 
river, coming to anchor two miles outside, and sent 
despatches up to Gen. Patterson. | went down with 
a friend and saw Gen. Worth; found him in good 
The Edith being bound for 


All communication has for several days been cut off Lobos Island, sailod on her eourse at half past 2 P. M. 


between this place and the army above, and | see 
ne adequate relief this side of New Orleans. 


be recognized under the eal of the president. 


| 


‘ 


| rhe U. S. steamer Alabama, now lying in the stream 
I re-| 

quest you, therefore, to cali out ten thousand men of Patterson, staff and troops. 
this character of troops, and I anticipate they will! with Gen. Pillow, do. do. do. 


opposite the city, is to sail to-morrow with General 
The steamer Virginia, 

If the transports on 
the way here from the Brazos arrive, it is probable 


As fast as any considerable furce can be accumu- |that by the last of this week all the forces to leave 
lated, let them be forwarded to Brazos Santiago.— | wiil have sailed. 


All troops, as far as practicable, should be armed 


Whether there be a battle any where else, it seems 


before leaving the United States, and the officers, to be pretty certain that we shall have one at Vera 


commanding companies should take in charge am-| Cruz, and before we get to Vera Cruz. 


ltis known 


munition enough to distribute, in case ofemergency, , here that the enemy are prepaiing to give us a warm 


forty rounds at least. 
Very respectfully, your obed’t servant, 


SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Col. Com’ing. 
To the governor of Louisiana. 


The New Orleans Tropic says that the governor | 
of Louisiana expresses his readiness, with his accus: | 


reception on landing. In the rear of Anton Lizardo 
| they have built strong fortifications, too far for the 


| guns of our squadron to bear upon them, butin reach 


| of the point of landing. 
On these fortifications very heavy guns are mount. 
cd, and other arrangements are made and being 


tomed patriotic fervor, ‘io pull off his coat and go, made, to make a desperate stand againet the landing 


to work to r.ise volunteers, and he hopes all good | ol cur troops. 
citizens will aid him.’? This hope, (adds the Tropic) | 


he will assuredly realize; for the citizens of Louisiana, 
of all parties, will stand by their chief magistrate in 
any responsibility he may ussume in this emergency. 

THe ARMY OF INVASION. Whilst General Taylor 
with his new command, consisting principally of 
volunteers, is contending near Saltillo with five 
times their number of Mexicans, commanded by the 
most distinguished officers in the Mexican arasy, 
General Scorr with the main body of regulars, and a 
formidable portion of the volunteers, are engaged in 
a demonstration upon Vera Cruz. 

After a very short delay at Tampico, General Scott 
embarked from thence on the 2ist Feb. for the little 
island of Lobos, from which we have dates to the Ist 
March, at which time about eighty sail of transports, 


&c. were then leying, and on board of which had been | 


embarked pearly everything that had been on the is- 
land, men munitions, provisions, &c. They expected 
to leave the island on the 2d for Anton Lizardo, and 


that the assault on Vera Cruz would be made on the 
10th of March. 


Genaerl Worth reached Lobos on 
Gen. I'wiggs arrived a few days before. 
Gen. Patterson was still at j'ampico on the 3d of 
March, on which day the Louisiana volunteers 
that had been at Lobos arrived, and with their as- 


the Ist.— 


siekness. 


The Missiesippi volunteers that were at Lobos, 
part of the 2d regiment, had suffered terribly by 
sickness and look miserably. ‘They were ordered to 
repair to Monterey and report to Gen. Taylor, and 
had embarked accordingly. 

The three men that were under arrest as spies at 
Lobos were tried after Genera! Scott’s arrival, and 
acquitted. 

The Alexandria Gazette says—We have seen a 
letter from the Jsland of Lobos, dated the 28th of 
February, which states that there has been a most 
unreasonable delay in the arrival of transports and 
munitions of war at that place. ‘They are six wecks 
later than they ought to Luve been, and up to the 
latest dates ali the troops had not arrived, aud several 
vessels contaning ordnance strores, such as cannon 
and mortars, wore wanting. ‘The expedition to 
Vera Cruz will consist of about 12,000 troops and 
probably 100 sail of all kinds. Gen. Scott, it is said, 
expects to have boats enough to land 5,0UU troops at 
once. 

A letter in the New York Jourral of Commerce 
states that forty howitzers, capable of discharging 
forty shells in a minute, have been sentto Vera 


It is also to be expected that ihe 
city of Vera Cruz is in a cundition to make bloudy 
resisiance. But a few days, 1 hope, will tell the 
tale, and make all speculation unnecessary. Who 
doubts the issue? 
Tampico, March 2. 
L will give the last rumor. News reached here 
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yesterday that Gen. Minon, leading the advance of 
Santa Anna’s forces against Gen. ‘l'aylor, with 500 
men, bad attempted to suprise Gen. I’. by a night 
assault, but that he met with a total disappointment 
The whole force was defeated—how many killed aud 


| made prisoners not slated precisely, bnt they were 


essentially whipped. 





THE CAMPAIGN. 
Our government have had considerable difficulty 
in understanding Santa Ahna’s game. Many beliey- 


'ed that in spite of all his pretences, te was in reality 


disposed to take the two or three millions of dollars 
from ihe United States and to ask our aid to main- 
lain him in supremacy ut Mexico, in order to render 
the concessions he might make, available. ‘I'he pre- 
sident may have continued to entertain this opinion. 
Perhaps Gen. Benton shared this opinion with him. 

Our generals in the field appear to have been no 





| 





vements. 
sociates that had been wrecked in the Ondiaka, were | 
to garrison Tampico. ‘They had suffered severely by 


less puzzled to understand the arch Mexican’s moe 
When he publicly announced in general 
orders and in his address to his Colmpanions in arms, 
his design to march to the north and fight the iva 
devs of Mexico at all haZards—and al the same time 
published the rewonsirance which is inserted in this 
number of the Register, expusing the ulter destitution 
of his army, of tequisile weans tor such a coullict, 
few appeared to believe in his sincerity, orto think 
it possible that he could attempt such a march. His 
sincerity was doubted. All were curious to know 
his real purpose. 

lt appears by the issue, that for once at least 
Santa Auna was candid. He apprised friends aud 
foes Ol the direction he was about to take, and the 
plight he was t kiog it in. Whether he has been 
successiul or not, must soon be ascertained. Que 
thing has been arcertained, aud that is, that he is a 
skilful, bold, and intrepid commander. 

By one of the most daring expedicnis we have 
ever read of, he succeeded in oblaming General 
Scott's express, containing his entuie pian for the 
ensulrg Campaign, which our readers will also find 
insericd amongst the documents inserted io this nuim- 
ber. Of this knowledge he lias avaiied Limseli, and 
tock his own measures accordingly. 

General Taylor has been noi only a brave and 
Sagacious, but also a musi fortunate ollicer. his 
was ihe first, if we mislake noi, to win a brevei in 
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the war with Great Britain, in 1812—and the first 
to be brevetted for still greater distinction in the 
present war. It is to be hoped that his luck will 
not have failed him in the present emergency.— 
What a good commander could do under the cir- 
cumstances, we have full faith in his having done. 
He may again have been victorious in the unequal 
conflict to which he has been exposed. If he has 
been, his former laurels may possibly fade in com 
parison with those he has now won. If ou the con- 
trary, he shall have been overwhelmed,— but we re- 
frain from that theme. 

Whilst on one hand we have it confidently assum— 
ed, and that too in articles evidently penned by men 
of superior military intelligence, that General Tay- 
lor would by no means have been justifiable in wait- 
ing Santa Anna’s attack either at Agua Nueva, or at 
Saltillo, but must have prudently fallen back upon 
Monterey in time to prevent disaster, we have it on 
the other hand asserted in the New York Sun, on 
authority of a Jetter from an individual in the army, 
dated at Monterey the 20th Feb. which says, that 
Gen. Taylor selected Agua Nueva for a field-fight 
with Santa Anna’s whole army, and that Gen. Mar. 
shall, on the day named, left Monterey with four 

ieces of artillery, and all the disposable forces, to 
join Gen. Taylor, who was then hourly expecting an 
attack from Santa Anna. from the tenor of the let. 
ter, it would seem that Gen. Taylor had selected 
his ground for a fight. The tenor of all the let- 
ters from that direction, including the latest from 
Gen. Taylor himself, indicates a design on the part 
of our army to fight, instead of retiring from their 
advanced positions. 

By the latest arrival from Tampico we have city 
of Mexico dates tu the 27th Feoruary. A letter 
is published from Santa Anna, dated the 17:h Feb. 
from San Salvador, at 10 o’cioc k, a.m. In this he 
says Gen. Taylor was in torce al Asua Nueva—twen 
ty leagues d istant—and preparing fora general ac 
tion, with seven or eight thousand troops, and with 
more than twenty pieces‘of arullery. He announces 
his own intention to fight him on the 21st, and adds: 
“By the time this letter reaches you, there will have 
been a great action fought, the result of which wili 
be of incalculable consequence to the country.” He 
represents his own troops to be full of enthusiasm 

The latest movement of Sauta Anna’s torce is in 
dica'edin anumber of E! Republica oof he 25h ut. 
It is published as very tmportant. ft is a deter from 
San Luis Potosi dated February Qi, Which announ 
ces the receipt of information by a captain who ha. 
just arrived, (hat **the Yankees had avandoned Agua 
Nueva, which point they had fortifies, retreating 
upon Saltiiio. Our active General Sauta Anna has 
cut off their retreat upow Mente rey, b lnlerpe Sing 
between Monterey,and Saitillo Gems. Minow ani for- 
rejon. 

But on the other hand again, the last line of Mr 
Kendall's latest postscript from Tampico ol the 7th o: 
Marci says: ‘*General Payior has had nofight, but 
has fallen back on Saltillo and Monterey.” 

The Savannah Republican has information said 
to be derived from Lieut. F. of the regular arwy, on 
his way to Wathington. Lieut. F. had seen, since, 
he left Monterey, a Jetler from Gen. ‘l'aylor to his 
son in law, Dre. Wood, ip «hich he says, that he was 
sixteen tniles from Saltillo, with his own and Wool’s 
command, amounting to 5,8U0U effective men, and 
was reuring quietly on Monterey 

There would seem to have been fault somewhere, 
that thus within the brief space of eight months, the 


whole country should twice ve thrown inio a state | 


of alarm for the safety of General Tayloi’s com 
mand, andthat requisitions should twice have to be 
made ex(ra-olliciaily upon the nearest state authori- 
ties for troops to fly to the rescue. In the first in- 


stance Gen. J'aylor escaped as if by miracle; we say | 


nothing of the miracles that required to be perform. 
ed to insure success at Monterey, with an army 
without a ballering train toas-aultsuch fortifications 
as were itllere won. 


General Gaines was in command of the southern 
military division last May, when General Taylor 
was in imminent danger between Matamoros and 
Point Isabel. Thatoflicer immedictely assumed the 
responsibility of making a requisition for volunteers 
upou Louisiana and the neighboring states, lo rescue 
General ‘Jaylor. The requisition was promptly 
met, bul the general had to suffer for exercising un- 
authorised power in the preinices. Culonel Curtis, 
who is re presented to be ‘ta cuol, judicious, and de- 
liberate officer,” seems pot to have been admunish- 


ed by General Gaines’ fate i that instance. The | 


general’s requisition was for a few baltaiions al most. 
Colone! Curtis draws with a bolder pen; ten tion 
sand wes trom the single state of Louisiana—and 
filty thousand men—the totul amount of voiunteers 
authorised by the act of congress, luorgelling we 
presume (he portion of the filty thousand thal are 


already in the field under the act alluded to, the 
whole fifty thousand are embraced in the colonel’s 
requisition upon the president! 

Colonel Curtis no doubt feels the deep responsibi- 
lity of his own position, in command at Camargo, 
where it is stated that government stores, munitions, 
clothing and supplies for the army are deposited to 
the value of five or six millions of dollars. This 
would be a prize in the present condition of the 
Mexican army worth fighting for. A formidable 
division of Mexicans under Urrea and several pre- 
datory corps, are undoubtedly in that direction. If 
General Taylor has not sev-rely defeated Santa 
Anna—if, as is supposed, he has retired to Monte- 
rey, with a design of there defending himself, that 
place will be invested, and @ Jarge portion of Santa 
Anna’s army may be detached towards the Rio 
nee in pursuit of what they are so much in need 
of. 


Meantime, General Scott, it will be seen, is ac- 
tively occupied in approaching Vera Cruz. The 
probability 1s, that before this time he is in posses- 
sion ot that city, and with an army of 12 to 15,000 
of eur choicest troops, he is there, within 252 miles 
of the city of Mexico, and 240 miles from Tampico. 
From Tampico to San Luis Potosi, is 120 miles; 
from San Luis Potosi to Mexico is 380 miles, and to 
Saltillo 320 miles. Santa Anna left San Luis the 
3d, and is said to have fought General Taylor on 
the 22d or 23d of February. By the 10th of March, 
the day assigned by report for General Scott to at- 
tack Vera Cruz, Santa Anna may have accomplish- 
ed something of his errand to the north, and be able 
\o retrace his steps in time to defend San Luis be- 
lore Gen. Scott could reach that place. 

Vera Cruz has a population of not over six or 
seven thousand. Its importance to Mexico is as a 
cemmercial sea port, of wiich she has so few that 
are Sale upon fer eastern coast. Ina time of war, 
when the commerce of Mexico is entirely suspend- 
ed by blockade, Vera Vruz i+ comparatively value- 
less to them. To the United States it would be an 
unportant key, but not so important we apprehend, 
as tat 118 possession would, as somefassert, enable us 
to dictate a peace. 
| These are all speculations. True, but when in. 
| temse interest Is excited, it is impossible to restraia 
| the mind from searching for probabilities. It 1s not 
| only prudent,—it is a duty to look out, and see, as 
| well as we Can, how the land ilies. 





| THE LATEST OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS FROM THE ARMY. 
The painful anxiety which now pervades the pub- 
lic mind in regard tothe situation of General Taylor’s 
army, has induced us to apply to the war department 
| for the latest authentic information on the subject.— 
We have been furnished with the two following des- 
patches, the last received from general Taylor, and 
we now lay them before our readers.— Wash. Union. 

[No. 13.] Heapquarrers Army or Occupation, 

Agua Nueva, 18 miles south of Saltillo, 

February 7, 1847. 

Sir: I changed my headquarters to this place on 
the 5th inst., bringing forward, in the first instance, 
| Lieut. Col. May’s squadron of dragoons; two batte- 
iries, (Sherman’s and Bragg’s) and the regiment of 
| Mississippi riflemen. Yesterday the second Kentuc- 
ky and second and third Indiana regiments came up, 
and will be joined in a day or two by the other troops 
in and near Saltillo, except the smail garrison of sev- 
en companies left in that town. 

Although advised by Major General Scott to evac- 
uate Saltillo, I am confirmed in my purpose of hold- 
‘ing not only that point, but this position in front.— 





| Not to speak of the pernicious moral effect upon vol- 
unteer troops of falling back from points which we 
have gained, there are powerful military reasons for 
occupying this extremity of the pass rather than the 
‘other. The scarcity of water and supplies for a long 
| distance in front compels the enemy either to risk an 
| engagement in the field, or to hold himself aloof from 
(us; while, if we fall back on Monterey, he could es- 
| tablish himself strongly at Saltillo, and be in a posi- 
‘tion to annoy more effectively our flanks and our 
| communications. 

Ihave no intelligence from the interior more re- 
cent or authentic than that heretofore communicated, 
'There is understood to be no considerable force in 
‘our front, nor is it likely that any serious demonstra- 
‘tion will be made in this direction. The frequent a- 
‘larms since the middle of December, seem to have 
been without substantial foundation. 1am happy to 
add that the population of Saltillo is fast returning to 
the city. Under the judicious management of Major 
Warren, a discreet officer of Lilinois volunteers, who 








commands in the town, it is hoped that the pay ost pos 
may retnain quietly in their homes. opie 
I respectfully inclose copies of statements, show; 
the names of the officers and men recently capty A beres 
by the enemy, as reported in my despatch No. || 
am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. army commanding, 
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The Apsutant Generat of the army, {ditiona 
Washington, D. ¢. nent of | 

> be at f 
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(No. 14.] Heanqvarrers Army or Occupario 
Agua Nueva, Feb. 14, 1847. 

Sir: Since my last despatch of February 7t), the 
occupation of this position has been completed by the 
arrival of Brig.Gen. Wool with the remaining ¢, 
left in the rear. The troops are now Convenient} 
encamped, and can readily take up excellent defe,, 
sive positions when necessary. Everything is quiet jy 
in and about Saltillo. 

Tam urging supplies forward as rapidly as prac 
cable from the rear, and from the direction of Parry. 
for if joined by a sufficient force of the new regimen 
I wish to be able to take advantage of any opportu) 
ty that may offer to create a diversion in favor, 
Major General Scott’s operations. Of those new reg. 
iments none have yet been reported to me, nor do] 
know how many I may calculate upon for servicg jp 
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can congress had done nothing to supply the wants, 
the army, which had received nothing for January 
and but half the necessary funds for December, 
Rumors reach our camp from time to time of the pr 
jected advance of a Mexican force upon this positioy 
but I think such a movement improbable. The coy 
mand is held at all times in readiness for the enemy 
I respectfully enclose a continuation of the list, 
killed, wounded and missing incident to the operation 
before Monterey—as complete as it can be maf 
from the records in my possession. There yetr 
main to be reported the wounded of company A.3 
artillery; killed and wounded of the 4th artillery; a 
killed and wounded of the 2d (Col. Wood’s) regimer 
Texas mounted volunteers. These few remainiy 
names, it is presumed, can be supplied from the reg 
mental returns or muster rolls on file in your office 
Our last official dates from Washington are to th 
10th January. The mail of yesterday which brough 
Washington newspapers as late as the 15th, had nol 
ing from your office. 
Iam sir, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj. General U. S. A. commanding, 
The Apsutant Genera of the army, 
Washington, D. 





LETTER FROM MAJOR GAINES. 


We take great pleasure in publishing the follo 
ing letter from Mayor Joon P. Games, written {ro 
San Luis Potost on the 10it ult., since which da 
the major, with other prisoners, has left for tect 
of Mexico. His friends will read with satisfacti 


the circumstances which account for the surpll et House, 
and surrender of the party, as well as of (he (reqmiiy;, escape 
ment they receive from the Mexicans: Or route | 
[N. O. Picayune, March 11 twhich \ 

San Luis Potosi, Mexico, Feb. 10, 1845-0 y guy val 

] wrote you from Saltillo, informing you of a la Anna. | 
movements up to about the 10th inst. With the th ht mules. { 
companies under my command, I was stationed | reentre. 
ternately at Agua Nueva and the pas of Palom leh, afier ¢ 
both outposts. For more than one month aller ! tarmy and 
arrival at Saltillo there were constant rumors of! dition of Ip 
approach of the enemy, and the great advaal M Ireatmen 
they had cver us (being in their midst) made my* NM from this 
ties extremely arduous. They bad every OMMEn) ¢, our 
of knowing our precise condition from day 0™ RVorable iin 
whilst we found tt very difficult to find out any ® tow beer 


' -y in Uh , 
I explored the country thi he time we 


thall write 


aly eho 
aM very re, 


concerning them. 
direction by day and by night, and for abou 
days never slept with my clothes off, and most™ 
erally booted and spurred. On the 19th of Janu 
L left my camp atthe Palomas pass with Capt.“ 
Clay, Lieut. Davidson ana thirty chosen men . 
equally from Miiam’s, Pennington’s and Clay ? Be! 8 signs 
panies, and travelled about eighty miles towar $ Presume t) 
place on the Palomas road, and finding bo ene) BBheitie, 
hearing nothing of him, 1 bore westward and ‘° Maj. Gaine 
the mountain into the plain, through which We Ml5in pe, | 
Nueva road passes, which | struck betwee? Biflte pyaq . 
hacienda Incarnacicn and San Salvador. AN on arrival: 
piace 1 met with many Mexicans, who gave @ 


0 this lette 
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it being late in the evening of the third day of 








sent of the enemy, two hundred strong, then said 
» be at the town of Salado, about forty miles dis- 
nt. Our united forces we considered equal to the 
odertaking; and on the following evening, a little 









gidiers at Salado, and that the distance was at least 
isty miles. We had no guide, the night was very 
ark, and a tremendous storia was coming up.— 









sof the non existence of the enemy in the neigh- 
orhood, determined us to return to the hacienda.— 








airy: 






fier sunrise their bugles sounded on al! sides, which 


ide, and a white Hag on another. 
het troops to retire, previous to any conference, 















yey had 3,000 men present, and the demonstrations 
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itive assurances that to their knowledge 
was no Mexican army in the neighborhood, 


reconnoisance, and my men being tired and hun- 
} | determined to go to the hacienda, about ten 
‘ies distant, and spead the night. 

atthis place 1 met with Major Borland, of the 
yansas cavalry, with about forty men, who had 
‘* there three days, awaiting the arrival of an 
jjitional force to enable him to attack a detach- 


fore night, we started on this enterprise. After 
avelling about twelve miles we met with some 
Jexicans, who assured us there were no Mexican 


nese facts, together with the information given 


ad we continued our route one or two hours longer 
eshould have met General Minor with 3,000 ca- 


On the following morning we found ourselves 
supletely encompassed by his force, and a little 


e answered wilh our solitary bugle and three 
peers twice told. Their troops approached on one 


We required 


hich being complied with, the flag approached, 
nd the resull was, thatin one hour we would answer 
eir admonition to surrender. We had sixty-six men 
d six Officers, with about 20 rounds of ammuni- 
mn each—o water, no bread, no meat. They said 


ound us left but little room to doubt its truth 
betantiaitly. The result of our deliberation was, 
at we would hear a proposition from them, in an 
er to which they proposed to send in an officer of 
qualrank with wyself, whilst J repaired to their 
ap. This being done, 1 rode oul, received the 
opositious of the general, returned, and stated 
hem to our officers, who agreed to them; again re- 
ined to the general, and about 1] o'clock we sur- 
ndered as prisoners of war—ithe terms being that 
ewere entitled to the most liberal and extended 
ivileges to which prisoners under any circum- 


Notwithstanding the great disparity of numbers— 
bout forty-four to one—our men exhibited a thirst 
If there wasa single 
dividual who felt the slightest disinclination to the 
boflict, it could not be detecied, and many, actually 
ed tears at the necessity of a surrender. To have 
lowed them to fight under the circumstances would 
We subjected them to inevitable destruction, 
ihout rendering any valuable services to their 
untry, Whatever may be thought of this misior. 
he by our Countrymen, all we ask is, that they 


ill be slow in passing censures until they cau hear 
mM us More in detail. 


We left the hacienda Incarnacioa the day after our 
ure for this place, and on the evening of that 
Capt. Henrie of the Arkansas volunteers made 
escape, and has not since been heard of. He is 


tonof Maj. Arthur Henrie, formerly of the Pearl 
tet House, Cincinnati. 


His escape was the occasion of some occurrences 
our route which it is unnecessary to repeat here, 
‘which were far from agreeable to us. 

hour route here, we met the renowned Genera! 
tla Anna, in a large clumsy Carriage drawn by 
pit mules, two behin » (Wo in front and four in 
‘Centre. I bad a short conference with him, in 
ith, afier asking me a few questions concerning 
rarmy and generals, and the purpose of my ex- 
Huon of Incarnacion, he gave me assurances of 
" featment whilst prisoners, told us we would be 
itfrom this to the city of Mexico, and be hoped 
Ny to our own couniry. His appearance made 
“orable impression on our officers and men. We 


Slow been here five days, kut know nothing as 
tlime we shall leave. 


thall write you frequently and through you to 
‘ily should circumstances favor it. 


am very respectfully, JNO. P. GAINES. 


1 this letter is appended the following postscript 

“OUl & Signature and written by another band.— 

tee the information it containes is entirely 
itie. 

*4 Gaines and party (97) left for the capital on 
‘N Feb, the officers were Supplied with horses 


ti , 
x road, and will doubtless be allowed their pa- 
®n arriva). 

















From the N. Orleans Picayune. March 14. 


her. He is the bearer of despatches from Col. Cur 


Washington. 


for several days. 


most contradictory character. 


memoranda of events during the month of February 
of which he was personally cognizant: 
[MEMORANDA OF DR. JARYIS. 

Left Monterey on morning of the 23d of February 
for Matamoros. 
expectation of the approach of Santa Anna towards 
Saltillo was entertained, either by us or the Mexi- 
cans, so far as we could learn from the latter. A 
large force of cavalry was known, however, to be in 
front of General Taylor, which of course was made 
known by their capture of the detachment of Arkan- 
sas and Kentucky cavalry advanced beyond San In- 
carnacion. The force of cavalry on this side of the 
Sierra Madre under command of General Urrea, es- 
timated at from six to eight thousand, was said to be 
at Victoria, and part as far towards Monterey as 
Mont Morales, when I left the former place. They 


to Tula as cn advance brigade under Gen. Qiitman 
entered the town. They were supposed to be acting 
as a corps of observation, and a belief was enter- 
tained that they would seize the first favorable op- 
portunity to strike on our line of communication be- 
tween Camargo and Monterey, and capture such 
trains as should happen to be on the road at the time. 
Gen. Taylor must have apprehended sume intentions 
of this kind, for on my arrival at Matamoros I found 
them fortifying the plaza of that place in conse- 
quence of orders just received from Gen. Taylor to 
guard against the sudden attack of the whole or part 
of this force. 

I left Camargo on the morning of the 26th Febru- 
ary to return to Monterey, in company with a train 
of 70 wagons, laden with supplies, and escorted by a 
company of cavalry, under command of Capt. T. F. 
Marshall, and a detachment of 20 men belonging to 
the 2d dragoons. We had not proceeded tive miles 
when an order arrived for our return, in consequence 
of instructions just received by express, which pass- 
ed us on the road, directed to the quartermaster at 
Monterey, which were received from Col. Whiting 

assistant quartermaster general at the headquarters 
of General Taylor, directing, for the future, that al! 
trains be stopped, as certain information had been 


say four or five thousand, was in or near China, and 
that Cadereita was already occupied by them.— 
These last particulars are contained in a hasty note 
from the quartermaster at Monterey, dated February 
23d, and terminating it with the remark, “look out.” 
With Col. Whiting’s instructions also came the order 
of Gen. Taylor, dated Agua Nueva, February 21, 
the last one received up to the time of my leaving 
Camargo, March 2d. ‘is order is doubtless the 
despatch of Gen. Taylor calling for reinforcement-, 
alluded to by Captain Montgomery in his note, as 
mentioned to him by Cul. Whiting. 

On the morning of the 27th another express arriv- 
ed at Camargo from the quartermaster at Monterey, 
stating, in a note, that he had sent one off the day be- 
fore, but apprehended that he may have been cut off, 
and, as he understood from Col. Whiting that there 
were important despatches {rom General Taylor cal- 
ling for reinforcements, he had sent another to advice 
of this fact. 


About 2 o’clock the same day another expess ar- 
rived with a note from the same officer, dated Mon- 
lerey, 11 o’clock A. M., February 23d, saying an ex- 
press had just arrived from Saltilio bringing informa- 
tion that Santa Anna sent a summons to Gen. Taylor 
demanding his surrender. The general told him to 
come and take him. Santa Auna stated that he bad 
twenty thousand men and that if Taylor did not sur 


The United States schooner Arispe arrived in port 
yesterday afternoon, from the mouth of the Rio 


Grande, having sailed thence on the 6th instant.— | also from the notes of Capt. M 
Dr. Jarvis, of the U. S. Army, came passenger on 


tis, in command at Camargo, to the government at/ states that General 


Dr. Jarvis left Camargo on the 2d instant. There quantities of ammun 
had been nothing received there from Gen. Taylor | Monterey to Saltillo. 
The rumors which prevailed 
were brought through by Mexicans, and were of the 


To enable us to dis- | payin 
host ) : & seven companies at Seralvo, and the Jatt 
tinguish what is known to be true from what is P wong 


. | three at Marin—it was greatly feared at Camargo, 
merely rumored, and thus to correct as far as possi-| hay been cut off by a large force of three thousand 
ble the exaggerated reports in circulation, Dr. Jarvis men, who are said to have oceupied the latter place 
has at our request furnished us with the following | 


At that time no apprehension or 


were, in fact, in Victoria at the time our troops | 
marched to that place in January last, and returned | 


received that a large force of the enemy’s cavalry, | 
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cation of Capt. Montgomery, which gives the addi- 
tional particulars that Gen. Taylor had fallen back 
from Agua Nueva to Saltillo, which I shonld infer 
-, although he does 
not distinctly say so. The Mexicans say he lost six- 
pieces of cannon at the former place. He moreover 
Marshall had gone to the pass of 

view of fortifying it, and large 
ition had been despatched from 








Los Muertos witha 


The detachments of the 3d Ohio regiment, under 
Colonel Morgan and Lieut. Col. Irving—the former 


on the afternoon of the 23d. Lieut. Gol. Irving, in 
obedience to general order No. 11, is said to have 
left Marin the morning of the same day it was occu. 
| pied by the enemy, marching towards Saralvo, with 
a view of forming a junction with Col. Morgan, and 
then proceeding to Monterey. Col, Mongan left Se- 
ralvo on the 24th, having destroyed, in obedience to 
the endorsement on the same general order, all such 
provisions and supplies as he could not carry with 
him. He must of consequence have encountered the 
enemy in his route, as they had already, as we have 


seen above, occupied in force Marin, lying between 
him and Monterey, 


Moreover, a train of 120 wazons, which left Ca- 
Margo about the 16th or 17th, laden with provisions, 
clothing, &c., is said to have been attacked on the 
24th, at or near Ra:uos, lying between Seralvo and 
Marin, and, with the escort, captured. This intelli. 
gence was broughtin by an American or Mexican 
mule driver, who was with the train. and escaped at 
the time of its ccpture. He says that the Mexicans 
charged at the same time both the front and rear of 
the train. After the firing (which waa of short du- 

ration) ceased, he cautiously ventured from out of 
the chaparral, with a view of finding some of his 
ec mrades. He discovered the Mex cans busily en- 
gaged in unharnessing the mules from the wagons, 
and seeing none of his own partly, made his way 
back, carefully avoiding the road to Camargo. 

A hundred Mexican stories were in circulation at 
Camargo when | left in reference to the battle going 
on between Gen. Taylor and Santa Anna. They say 
i has already continurd three days, with considerable 
loss on our side, but much greater on that of the Mexi- 
cans. Subsequent accounts reprasent Gen. Taylor 
as having faller back on Mouterey. The day I left 
Camargo a letter was received from the alcalde of 
Mier, saying that the Mexican troops had entered 
that town, twenty four miles distant from the former 
place, and had made him prisoner in consequence of 
his endeavoring to secrete storea left behind in his 
charge when Liewt. Colonel McCook evacuated the 
place. Col. Curtis intended to march with his regi- 
| ment to Monterey the mome.t Col. Drake with the 
| 34 Indiana regiment arrived trom Matamoros to ree 

weve him, The latter officer was awaiting tne arri- 
val of the Mississippi regiment, which I met on the 
river, a short distance below Matamoros, on its wa 
up. This regiment and six companies of the Vir- 
ginia regiment, under Lieut. Col. Randolph, which 
arrived at Camargo the day I left that piace, are the 
only volunteer regiments arrived on the Rio Grande, 
all the other regiments that had arrived having been 
sent below to Lobos. From what source General 
Taylor is to expect relief it is impossible to say.— 
Every soldier, and in fact, double or thrice the 
| number that now eonstitute the garrisons at the dif- 
| ferent depots, are actually necessary for their de- 
_ fence, and not one can be spared. Inforination can 
hardly reach Gen. Scott in time for him to march a 
division to his relief. 

In addition to the above, which reduces to some 
order and certainty our information from the Rio 
Grande, we jeurn further from Dr. Jarvis that a 
bearer of despatches had left Camargo for Tampico, 
and sailed from the mouth of the Rio Grande on the 
6th instant, cn the McKim. {f the information we 
give in another column from Tampico be entirely 
authentic, the messenger would not reach his desti- 
nation till the departure of all the troops which ean 
be spared frow that point. It would seem however, 
that from Tampico, by the way of Victoria, Gener: ] 
Taylor must lo k for his reinforcements. 


The Mexican citizens in the valley of the Rio 














reoder he would aut lim to pieces. The note cun- 
cludes:—“The express which left after dark Jast 
oight saya that Taylor was giving the Mexicans 
hell.” 

This may be considered the last official communi- 
eation received, all the subsequent information being 
derived from the Mexicans. 1 might here remark, 
that a note was received from the postmaster at 





Grande are abandoning their homes in crowds,— 
Matamoros and Camargo are Stripped of their native 
inhabitants. hey dread the approach of their own 
army more than the presence of ours. 


No fears are expressed for the sofety of Camargo, 
where we have a vast amount of stores. There are 
1,5UU fighting men in the place, including all classes. 
lhey are weil armed, and the place sou strongly for- 





Monterey, at the same time with the jast communi- 


tified that it will not probably be attempted. 
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We sre most happy to say that the reported cap- 
ture of M’Culloch and his command is unfounded.— 
If harm has occurred to him, it must have been 
somewhere beyond Monterey. ie 

-We bave an abundant supply of reported incidents 
by this arrival, many of which are interesting, and 
would be important were they authentic; but enough 
is known with certainty of the position of affairs on 
the Rio Grande and at Saltillo to excite alarm, with- 
out aggravating it by Mexican rumors. 





Brazos Santiago, March 7, 1847. 

GenTLemen: This place, during the past few days, 
having been the scene of unusual excitement, caused 
by the disastrous news from Monterey, respecting 
the perilous position of Gen. Taylor and his division 
of the army, at Saltillo—i will endeavor to give a 
short summary of the best information obtained from 
Camargo. 

lt appears positively certain that Gen. Taylor was 
attacked in his position at Agua Nueva, on the 22d 
February, by a force variously estimated at from 15 
to 23,000, commanded by Gen. Santa Anna in per- 
son, and that being unable to maintain his position, 
he had returned to Saltillo, covering his wagon train; 
not however, without several conflicts with the ene- 
my in which he repulsed them with severe loss on 
their part. The last express from Capt. G. H. Mont- 
gomery, assistant quartermaster at Monterey, to Cap. 
G. H. Crossman, assistant quartermaster at Camar- 
go, left the former place on the 23d, being the last 
communication received from Monterey. 

From that period all communication has been cut 
off by the enemy’s forces occupying Marin and other 
sinall towns and villages between there and Camar- 
go. The last official news from Camargo represents 
that Col. Morgan, 2d Oto regiment, left Ceralvo 
for Monterey on the 24th, after destroying all the 
stores and public property which he could not carry 
with him. 
he had fallen in an engagement with the enemy, 
near Marin, and his command cut to pieces: of this. 
however, there is no certain intelligence. 

‘he steamer Rough and Ready arrived at the 


mouth of the river, on the — instant, from Caraar- | I 
go, and the Captain of which reports as follows, | given to such holder or holders a certificate or certi- 


viz: that they expected an attack on that place 
every hour, and that when he was wooding at Reyn- 
osa distinctly heard a canuonading from that direc- 
ne S. 12 o'clock. Express arrived from Capt. 
Ogden, assistant quartermaster at the mouth of the 
river. From the last information obtained, the force 
advancing against these depots consists of about 1800 
men with four pieces of artillery—two 6’s and two 
4*3. We have here about 1200 men, with seven pie- 
ces of artillery—thrve of which are being despaich- 
ed to Captain Ogden, by Major Thomas, for the de- 
fence of that depot. Two companies of the North 
Carolina regiment arrived, and were landed last 


night. 


the enemy back, from these two deputs, unless he 
comes stronger in artillery. . 

P. S —Dates from Camargo to the 4th received; 
no attack had been made on that place, up to the 4ib 
instant. No eommunication had been had with Gen 
eral Taylor, since the 22d February; i is reported 
that he succeeded in reaching Monterey with a heavy 
joss, and the loss of six pieces of artillery. Noth- 
ing official, however, Is known—all rumor. 


[M. O. Times 


—— 


La Patria, the Spanish paper issued at N. Orle- 
ans, gives the following extract of a letter dated 
San Luis Potosi, February 11: 

“J only reached here two days ago, so! have no | 
great news lo give you. By this time | suppose you | 
have heard that General Santa Anna left this city | 
on the 2d instant, on the way to Saltillo, Monterey, | 
Camargo and Matamoros, in order to attack the ene- | 
my with the energy and decision which become an in- | 
trepid and valiant soldier. His army numbers from 
21,500 to 22 0UU nen, and the cavalry, in particular, | 
is superior to any that has ever been seen in this | 
country, a¢ both men and horses have been picked 
with the utmost care. His mfaniry is all of the line, 
well disciplined and equipped, and selected from the 
larze number of men he had collected there. 7 
must now expect lo see the result of this great ex- | 


| . ; . : : eds 
edition, which »ill decide the future operations of | treasurer shall be and he is hereby authorised in his | except those on which the duties had been reduce 
poe | discretion to borrow on the hypothecation of the! Increase in the ordinary revenue £500,000. 


ane aa also takes with him from filty to sixty 

sof artiller tt 
aoe aan ote pe be sent from Tula to join the | 
commander in chief. At the commencement of this | 
month, 28 Awerican prisoners were brought in here, | 
and the rabble would have stoned them to death had | 
they not been placed in the barracks until the fury | 


of the rabble had calmed down. 


Rumors have since reached here, that! the treasury funds adequate to pay the full amount 


. } . . | ' 7 
There is no question but we shall be enabled to beat | accurate record of all the bonds issued for coupons 








MARYLAND. 
RESUMPTION LAW. 
An act entitled an act relating to the public debt of 

Maryland. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly 
of Maryland, That the treasurer of the state be, and 
he is hereby authorised and directed to resume the 
payment of the current interest on the public debt, 
on the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
forty eight, and to make all arrangements which 
may be necessary to carry the provisions of this act 
into effect. 

Section 2. And be it enacted, That the commis— 
sioner of loans be, and he is hereby authorized and 
directed, whenever ufter the first day of October, 
eighteen hundred and forty seven, he may be reques- 
ted to do so by any one holder or holders of coupons, 
or certificates of interest due and unpaid upon the 
public debt of the state of Maryland, up to the said 
first day of October, inclusive, and upon the delive- 
ry to him of the said coupons and certificates of in- 
terest to be cancelled, to i-sue to such holder or hol- 
ders the bond or bonds of the state of Maryland for 
the amount of such coupons or certificates respec- 
tively, which bond or bonds shall be redeemable at 
the pleasure of the state; and shall on face of the 
same be entitled of the year in which the said cou- 
pons or certificates of interest were due, and shall 
bear interest at the rate of six per centum per an- 
num, from the said first day of October, payable 
annually at the loan office in Maryland; provided, 
that the interest payable upon the main public debt 
now existing shall always be first fully paid and dis- 
charged up to the first day of October, inclusive, in 
each and every year, before any interest is paid on 
the bonds given for coupons and certificates of in- 
terest aforesaid; and if after paying the ordinary ex- 
penses of the state and the interest on the said main 
public debt, in any year there should not remain in 


of six per centum on the bonds so given for coupons 
and certificates of interest, then there shall be paid 
to the holder or holders, of any such bonds, a rate 
of interest proportioned to the disposable balance 
remaining in the tressury, and there shall also be 





ficates, for the difference between said proportiona- 
ble interest so paid and six per centum, on said 
bond or bonds, which certificates shali be paid out 
of any unappropriated surpluses thereafter coming 
into the treasury; and provided further, that such 
payment of interest on the said bonds given for cou- 
pons and certificates of interest, or such payment of 
certificates given for the difference between six per 
centum, and the interest actually paid in any year 
on said bonds asaforesaid, shall not in any case in- 
terfere with the regular payment of the interest on 
the main public debt as aforesaid, and of the ordina- 
ry expenses of the state. 

Sec. 3. And be itenacted, That the commission- 
_er of loans be and he is hereby directed to keep an 





and certificates of interest, according to the provis- 
ions of the second section of this act, specifying the 
da‘e and amountof every such bond, the person or 
persons to whom the same shall be issued, and 
| the year and quarter, in aud upon which the coupons 
|and certificates of interest became due, for which 
| the bonds authorised by this act shall be given; and 
it is hereby declared to be the duty of the said com- 
missioner, to transmit to the governor and treasurer 
of this state, on the first day of December in each 
andevery year thereafter, a true copy of the said 
record to be communicated to the general assem- 
| bly. 

Section 4. And be it enacted, That from and after 
the first day of October next, all taxes and dues of 
whatnature soever levied or to be hereafter levicd 
for the use of the state shall be paid in current 
money. 

Sec. 5. And whereas, There is great inequality in 
the amounts required at the different quarters of the 
year, for interest on the public debt, while the re- 
ceipts of revenue are more equally distributed 
through the year: 

Be it further enacted, That in case of any tempor- | 
ary deficieucy in the treasury to meet the intereit 





a 






on the main public debt, the interest on the bo 
given for coupons and certificates of interes 
aforesaid, and the certificates given for the difference 
between six per centum and the interest actually 
paid in any year on the said. bonds shall be by the! 
said treasurer applied first to the payment of such 
interest in arrear as may be remain unfunded,, 
after such unfunded interest is entirely dischar 
either to the purchase or redemption in his discrg, 
tion of the bonds issued for arrears of interest undg, 
the second section of this act, until all said bong 
shal] have been purchased or redeemed, after whi 
allsuch surplus money shall be applied to the jg, 
crease of the sinking fund, and the extinguish men 
of the main debt. 
Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That all acts and par, 
of acts of assembly inconsistent with tke proy, 
sions of this act, be and the eame are hereby fp. 
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The steamer Hibernia reached Boston on the 2} oe 
bringing Liverpool! dates to the 4th inst. 

This arrival furnishes but little political inte}jj. To 
gence. Europe is intensely occupied by apprehep Resides 
sions of a want of bread. eer op 

Our Mexican war.—The London Times, of the 25) ot 
February, has an article on the subject, which say | pil 
our accounts of the war are exceedingly confused, ad effecte 
The ease with which towns are taken, provinces a [MM.-ms eve 
nexed, &c., is cited as astounding; ‘‘a sixteen gun . gock: 
sloop impounds a province; a regiment of yolunteen nee een 
annexes a quarter of a continent; and towns are takey ithe Tin 


by fifteen men and garrisoned by five and twenty, in 
the midst of a numerous and exasperated population, 
The armies of the west and of the centre, of conquest 
and of occupation, are all represented by detach. 
ments which would hardly, if concentrated, make up 
one effective division.” 

The various schemes suggested for closing the 


ngland. 

88,398 & 
Juced to « 
ow requir 
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due on the public debt, at any time or times at which 


We! it may be payable, orin case the treasurer in his exchequer for the year were above £9 ,000,000. 


judgment should anticipate such deficiency, the | 


bank stocks belonging to the state, such amount of | 


of diflerent calibre, and twelve | money as may be requisite to supply such deficien- | price of food made it impossible to purchase s0 mary 


cy, tobe repaid out of the first proceeds from reve- | 
ue which may thereafter come into the treasury. 
Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That all the surplus 
money which may at any time be in the treasury not 
required in the judgment of tne treasurer, to pay the 
ordinary expeuses of the state, the current interest 


















ne ‘ 
war are then rehearsed and ridiculed. The article auahes' 
closes thus: tslon the 
“The point most perplexing to ordinary European onfidently 
minds is the object for which this much desired ected epoc 
peace is sought. If the provinces and ports, the peo ¢ opinion 
ple and property, the taxes and custoais of a nation cannot b 
can be seized and distributed ad libitum already, itis auper colo 
hard to conceive what further advantages are tobe MB. pauper 
gained by the most amicable negotiations. What Bibor. can | 
does President Polk want to buy with two millions orking me 
of dollars, when he can get so much for nothing’— It stands. 
Philip of Macedon’s receipt for taking a fort was bey feed a 
sensible enough; but who ever drove an ass laden Bs, | 
with silver into an unprotected town? The Mex: Destit li 
cans have clearly the vantage ground of their foes, Pt wees 
Defeat and invasion may easily be put up with when +000 = 
they leave the conquerors beggars and the vanquish I 2000 ni , 
ed choosers. Santa Anna is flattered with compli- “ nig 
ments and beset with solicilation, and has the dily i 
refusal of half a dozen overtures of the eternal amity J The cotton 
of his enemies. He can hardly do better than Bipith but ditt 
strengthen himself by additional defeats and fresh ce Hp will be see 
pulses, and leave his adversaries to complete theit I The state 
humiliation and embarrassments by a protracted ch MM discouragi 
reer of glory.” : me, and th 
The continental corn market.—The accounts {rom ion has beer 
the various continental markets show that gram ' Liverroot 
s‘ill rapidly on the advance. From Hamburg we Pt, our cott 
learn thal the purchases on French account were #™@ Making tt 
still so large that the price of wheat had gone up HpM™menceme 
from 33 to 4s per quarter. From Holland also W¢ ig ow quot 
learn that the prices stiil increase, and that the de MM for Orlea, 
mand is very pressing. An advance has taken place Mimed quite s 
on rye in Belgium, and a considerable quantily of Dai The p, 
nube wheat is shipping from this port to Autwetp gipolinue very 
it becomes more and more apparent that the cont MMP of cotto 
nentof Europe will have no supplies to spare oI €, of whi 
this country during the next six months, aud wil 100 for 
even share with us the surplus that can be obtailet iS €venin 
in the United States. tulators h 
[London Morning Chronicle, 1st ins Pot the dit 
GREAT BRIVAIN. ii, it pre 
The approaching dissolution of the parliament . me thou 
| tLe election of a new one appears to be regarded #! = would 
indifference. h Y "of cott 
Financial.— On the 22d February, Lord J. bat oe fo 18 
brought forward the budget. The balances i0 "*RP¥nited Sta 
The able of eor 
revenue from customs had increased in every artic® ‘Muary 4, | 
Sid to 8d 


It wal 
3 
probable there would now be a reaction, as the DB 


dutiable articles. Many mills had been stopped 
great numbers oi Jaborers had been throwD 0 


: ve ove > 

employment, &c. ‘The excess of the income rs ; sre rice 
the expenditure of the country, for the year 6 0 . ree 
the 5th of January last, was no less than £2,540, rosian ¢ 


; " / . : . tbe 
—The surplus of the financial year ending the vt 
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—— ye laden natin tl sana tina 
: +» wil] be considerably more, as the revenue of 
eupee April nt quarter for the first. six weeks already 
ee bond in bits an increase upon the corresponding period 
diffe. ag 7 jast year of £500,000; consisting of customs, 
est aclualy 245,000; aone, ma QGENe, and the balance of va- 
. iscellaneous items. | 
be bY the. % ‘allowing was his estimate of the income and 
ont en eapenditures during the year from the 5th of April 
| 4 ’ —* 
ee ne Customs £20,000,000 
forest unde Excise 13,700,009 
said bonis Stamps 7,500,000 
after which Taxes 4,270,000 
d to the in Property tax 5,300,000 
inguishmen Post office 845,000 
iiltinten Crown lands 120,000 
sts and part Miscellaneous 330,000 
: APS. Prete Total income £52.065 000 
y re National at Aa £28 yee 
iia Consolidated fund charges 2,700, 
a". Army 6,840,074 
Navy 7,561,876 
Ordnance 2,679,127 
Fon the 20th Miscellaneous 3,750,000 





tical intelli. 


Total expenditure £51,576,077 
by apprehen 


Besides this the expenditure for Jreland, he 
hought would reach £10,000,000 for which he ask- 
da loan. 

Loan.—Lord Russell announced on the Ist, that he 
pad effected the loan of £8,000,000, and upon these 
rms, every contributor isto pay £80 10s for £100 
n stock; and the rate of interest fall a trifle short of 
5 per cent. 

The Times, of the 24th, discusses the finances of 
ngland. Te" years ago the national debt was 
88,398. 570. at the close of 1846 it had been re- 
juced to £782,918,984. The failure of a root has 
ow required its increase by £8,000,000, and all the 
round gained before has thus been lost. Ali Ire 
and is cast upon the bounty of the state. The pros- 
ect of a surplus in the treasury, after mveting the 
spenses of the government, is very slight. In con- 
lusion the Times says: ‘The present year has been 
onfidently looked forward to by many as the ex- 
ecled epoch of a similar fiscal emancipation. Pub- 
eopinion had already marked out the boon. But 
cannot be. With Ireland converted into one vast 
auper colony, with pauper landlords, pauper farm- 
is, pauper peasants, all hang:ng on the treasury, 
ere can be no more thought of remission. The 
orking men of England must bear with their taxes. 
It stands to reason that they must. How else can 


bey feed all {reland which they know they have to 
D's 
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Destitution in the metropolis—Upwards of 50,000 
rsons are now inmates of the London workhouses; 
0,000 are receiving out door relief; and from 1,400 
2,000 nightly sheltered in the refuges of the house- 
. { Globe. 


The cotton market, has been quiet during the month 
ith but little fluctuation. ‘Uhe closing quotations, 
will be seen, are a little lower. 

The state of trade, in the manufacturing districts, 
discouraging; some of the mills are working short 
me, and the quantity of cotton taken for consump. 
on has been reduced. 

Liverroot, March 3d.—Since our circular, of 3d 
\,our cotton market has further declined 3a5 per 
Making the depression for the highest point at the 
mmencement of the year 1 to 1$d. Fair qualities 
tnow quoted 63d for Upland; 63 for Mobile; 63a 
for Orleans; the better qualities not having de- 
ined quite so much as the luw and middling quali- 
8. The position and prospects of the spinners 
ilinue very discouraging an unsatisfactory. The 
of cotton for three weeks to 26th ult., 60,500 
, of which, 16,000 were taken by speculators 
13,500 for export, and the business for four days 
this evening is estimated at 13,000 bales, of which 
tulators have taken about 3000 bales. The ex- 
Mof the diminished consumption is variously esti- 
led; it probably amounts to one third at the pre 
‘time though the quantity taken latterly by con- 
tts would indicate a greater reduction. The 
rtof cotton into Liverpool since Ist January, 
unts to 182,000 bales, of which 158,000 is from 
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balances i0 IB Vnited States. {Brown & Co’s circular. 
9,990,000. Th ‘able of eomparative prices:— 

in every arc Muary 4, 1847.—Bowed Georgia, 53d to 9d; Mo- 
d been reduce: 53d to 8d; Alabama and Tennessee, 5d to 6d; 
yo.ou0. st va Vrieans, 53d to 9d. ; 

ion, as the bigs "atch 4,1817.—Bowed Georgia, 5: to 74; Mo- 


4 52d to 74d; Alabama and Tennessee 5jd to 53d; 

tleans, 5! to 84d. 

corn marke , has been very unsteady] !uring the 
Frices advanced rapidly at first, but after- 

» receded almost as rapidly, and the quotations 

‘Indian corn, per 480 Ibs., 693 to 76s; Indian 
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meal, per 196 Ibs, 32s to 33s; Flour, per barrel, 196 
lbs, Canadian and United States sweet, 41s to 42s; 
Canadian and United States sour, 35s to 36s. The 
stock of American flour in this port has been taken 
at the end of February, and is computed at some- 
thing under 400,000 barrels, and 69,000 quarters of 
wheat. 

Indian corn, still continuing in great request, com- 
mands the bigh price of 69 to 72s per quarter, while 
other kinds of food are cheaper. It is much to be 
deplored that the poor man’s food rules relatively 
much higher than that of the more wealthy. 

London Iron Trade, March 3.—Scotch pig iron has 
been in good demand, and being scarce, higher prices 
have been obtained, but not much has been done 
owing to the firmness of holders. No. 1 77s. 6d. 
cash, and mixed numbers 74s. 6d. to 75. In Stafford- 
shire and Welsh pigs a good business has been done 
at rather easier prices, but at present our quotations 
remain the same. Railway bars are firm, but not 
so much has been done, owing to makers and hold- 
ers being unwilling sellers at present rates, which 
are now £9 10s. to £9 12. 6d. Welsh bars are 
steady. 


Bank or Encianp.—Statement of 20th February, 
1847:— 


Issue Department. 





Government debt, £11,015,100 
Other securities, 2,984,900 
Gold coin and bullion, 9,922,816 
Silver bullion, 1,535,649 
Notes issued to this amount, £25,428 ,465 
Banking Department. 
Proprietors’ capital, £14 553.000 
Rest, 3,663,132 
Public deposites, 5,869 523 
Other deposites, 8,837.003 
Seven day and other bills, 839 491 





£33,762,239 
Govern’t. securities, including dead 
weight annuity, 
Other securities, 
Notes, 
Gold and silver coin, 


£11,990,079 
15,039 339 
5,976 525 
757,296 


£33,762 239 
Trish affairs.—A plan of relief for Ireland was pro- 
posed in parliament by Lord George Bentinck, to 
expend £16,000,000 in the construction of railways; 
but after a short discussion it was voted down, prin- 
cipally on the ground that only a small portion of 
the enormous expenditures would reach the actual 
sufferers. 





An address was moved in the house on the 26th, | 


praying that war vessels might be employed in bring- 
ing food for the Irish. Lord Russell said the propo- 
sition had been considered, but was not thought 
advisable;—that one million to one and a half quar 
ters of corn were needed, and the war vessels could 


bring but a small portion of that;—that the expense | 


of fitting them up would be great;—and that private 
enterprise woul! be discouraged. He said the 
government had agreed to provide freight for bring- 
ing food. 


A memorial signed by Baring, Brothers and a | 


large number of the heaviest houses in London, has 


been proposed to the lords of the admiralty, praying | 


for more speedy intercourse with the U.S., Havana 
aud Mexico. 

Prince Albert is elected chancellor of the Univer 
sity of Cambridge, against a strong opposition in 
fovour of Karl Powis. 


In the house of commons, on the 2d instant, Lord | 


John Russell announced that her Majesty had been 
pleased to call a council to consider the best day on 


which to eppoint a general fast and humiliation, on | 


account of the present awful condition of the sister 
kingdom. This announcement was received with 
evident satisfaction by both sides of the house. 

F. A. Delane, who has for a long time been Jead- 
ing editor of the Times has lefi that paper. 

Transatlantic sleam ships. The new steamers of 
the British and North American Royal Mail Com- 
pany, intended ior the increased service between 


America and England, are called the Canada, the | 


Europe, the Niagara, and the America. The Great 
Western is advertised for sale. These vessels are 
constructing wilh al! despatch consistent wilh that 
security and periection which so eminently distin 
guish the fleet of vessels belonging to this company. 
It is not yet definitely fixed when the addiiiona! 
voyages will be commenced. 

Bell for Montreal. ‘Ihe casting of this, the largest 
bell ever made in the country, was successfully com- 
pleted at the foundry of Messrs. Mears, in White- 
chapel, London. 


about twenty five tons. ‘T’he founders, it is stated, 


The quantity of metal fused was. 


png alge paren ene enn 


63 





———. oes Cota 
— a aa eee ——— ——— —_——— -~ ee 


the work perfectly finished, previous to its shipment 


for Canada. 
IRELAND. 

Danie O'ConneLt 1s prying. His physicians 
have announced that he is too weak to write letters, 
and his son stated this at one of the repeal meetings. 
Wilmer & Smith’s Timessays: ‘Mr. O’Connell’s 
state of health prevents his removal to Ireland. 
His confessor, Dr. Miley, left Dublin, by express to 
attend him in London, where he now remains. His 
complaint is stated to be water on the chest and 
dropsy in the legs—fatal symptoms ever at his time 
of life. The number of inquiries daily at his hotel 
is great, and itis said a servant from the palace is 
amongst the number. 

O’Connell’s span of life has already exceeded the 
three score and ten of the sacred volume, and the 
mental and physical wear and tear he has undergone 
during the last forty years shows that his constitution 
must have been originally hard as iron to resist the 
inroads of disease so long. Two things have enabled 
him to preserve health to this time—temperance and 
exercise. All excitement during life from fermen- 
ted liquors he has studiously shunned, and whenever 
epportunity permitted, he indulged in as much phy- 
sical exertion as time enabled him to command.” 

The buoyancy that has so distinguished his career, 
has failed him when he has not only found his country, 
his own idol, [reland, sinking under the very last 
stage of distress—but found himself outvoted in the 
meetings of the Irish Reformers. ‘Young Ireland’? 
triumphed, and O’Connell dies. 

Emigrants. The Irish poor are emigrating in 
great nuimbers, chiefly tothe United States. Ali the 
ready ports are crowded, but the Chronicle says: 
“unfortunately they are those whose loss will be se- 
| verely felt as they possess pecuniary means and are 
not destitute.” Freight for steerage passengers has 
risen to 4guineas. Mr. R. S. Guinness, of Dublin, 
has issued an address to his pourer tenantry in the 
county of Wexford, offering £3 to each person ina 
family, provided the whole go together, aiso £1 for 
each individual, the latter sum to be paid on arrival 
in New York, Quebec, or any other American port 
‘that may be fixed upon. Every smali farmer in 
| Limerick county who can muster £20, or even 410, 


is about emigrating to America in the ensuing 
spring. 
Famine. The progress of starvation among the 


Irish still continues. Rev. Mr. Newell writes that 
in the parishes of Oranmore and Ballimacourty 54 
persons have perished from lack of food since De- 
|cember. The new poor law, proposed by tne gov— 
ernment is strongly opposed. Ihe proviucial jour- 
| nals contain most painful accounts of the ravages of 
| famine and fever in Kings county, Tipperary, Cork, 
Kerry, Mayo, Sligo, Waterford, and other counties. 
The unfortunate peasantry are dying by hundreds.— 
The most eager applications are made in various 
| quarters for Coflins to inter the victims of fawine.— 
| ‘The fever hospitals are crowded, and deaths are in- 
creasing. 

Dusuin. Feb. 27. As regards the condition of the 
| peasantry, there is no indication of improvement — 
| They are of the same gloomy charac ter—the mortal- 
| ily increasing in almost all quarters, and fever con- 
linuing to spread in the union worklouses, as well 
Fas amongst the poor people in their own miserable 
havilations. li this terrible state of affairs there is, 
/at least, one cousolatory circumstaiuce. | allude 
jlo the commencement of Vigorous operauious for 
| the sow ing of spring crops in several districts, where 
the landowner aod occupier sre working cordially 
together. 

fhe importations of grain and Indian corn to Irish 
| poris, are upon a very large scale. In Cork, yester- 
day, the limports were 9,145 quarters vi Indias corn, 
and 17,000 barrels. In Beliast, Limerick, and oth 
er ports, there are also very lJarge arrivals, but the 
lremendous Consumption prevents any material re- 





| duction in prices. 


| County of Cork. Parish of Schull—Dr.S. Sweet- 
| mau, dyspensary physician at Schull and Bailyde- 


hob, in a letter to the Cork Constitution, dated 
|“Schuil, Feb. 22,” says: ‘This parish is at this 
momenta charnel house; our mortality is fearful, 
averaging daily irom forty to forty five utleast. 1 
| could nul—easl, west, north, soulh—point to a poor 
| man’s house where there is not a fever, dysentery, 
ordea bh. Our grave yards are crowded tu excess— 
(so much 80, that the dogs have rooted up and de- 
'voured some bodies ‘To the west of Sctiull, at 
| Reenuhaning the creaturos are so weak they are un- 
able to dig graves sufliciently deep. ‘T’o obviate this, 
ithe Rev. Dr. Trail has added half au acre to the 
churchyard at Schull, and has a wumber of deep 
graves daily dug, which are suon occupied. I sol- 
emnly declare, in my very humble opinion, that the 
(maj rity of those poor people whu aie crawiing 


intend to give the public an opportunity of inspecting abuul tne sireets, and trying to work, on the roads, 
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are dieing unconsciously—literally walking in death; 
they are now beyond the reach of food and medi- 
cine, save the great physician. 

To give you at idea of our state, for it is not at 
all known, nor can words convey il; what a change 
a few months have made—I was informed by the 
national schoolmaster here that this time twelve 
months he had one hundred and forty school chil- 
dren; this diy he had not one. Half, he said, are 
dead, and the remainder are unable to attend, for 
want of sufficient food and raiment, and he is 
hinaself obliged to get some situation on the roads to 
support a large family.” 

County of Mayo.—The Rev. S. St ck, reetor of 
Kilcommon-Erris, ina letter to the Trawley Herald, 
says: “lam persuaded | am withn bounds when | 
say that 1,000 persons have perished in Erris alone.”’ 

County of Tipperary. Cahir, Feb, 25.—The phy si- 
cian of the Cahir di-pensary died last week of fever 
caught attending his patients. The number of poor 
dying of dysentary and bad food is traly dreadful 
throughout the whole country, although every hu- 
man uid is extended. 

Counly of “Fermanagh. Enniskillen, Feb. 25 — 
Every day the news from the rural districts is assum- 
ing a more appaling character. Fever and dysento- 
ry are in many places fearfully manifesting them- 
selves,and we have the highest authority for asser- 
ting that the interments. far exceed anything of the 
kind witnessed in the country wilhin the recollec- 
zion of the oldest inhabitant. 


FRANCE. 

France is said to be experiencing a severe financial 
crisis, as well as suffering from scarcity. 

Alarming accuunts of famine come from every part 
of France. Vast supplies are ordered from every 
quarter. Complaints are made in the papers tat so 
much less grain comes from the U. S.to French 
than to English ports. 

Very large ship .ents of grain for England and 
France have been made at Constantinople. The 
Frenci: Chamber has voted to iecrease the army by 
adding 210,0U0 troops, 

The cold it Paris has been intense, the ther. 
mometer having fallen to 13 degrees be.ow the free 
zing poiat. M. Martin du Nord, Minister of Justice, 
was so ill that lis recovery was not expected. The 
Bauk of Marseilles has raised its discount to 6 per 
cent. 

A Paris letter of Feb. 27 says: The corn mer- 
chants of France have been strongly recommended 
by the government io make extensive importations 
of Wheat and Corn from the United States, and 
have been recroached with nut having done so ve- 
fore this. Inthe Chamber of Peers also, similar 
complaints aud recommend tions have been wade.— 
Corn and Fiour are extraordinarily Cear at present, 
aud the misery that exists is really very great. 

On the subject of scarcity, we have in the Paris 
papers proofs thal the pressure is awfully op the in- 
ciease. ‘The Reform states that the price of wheat 
had aga.n augmented in all the markets adjoimuing 
Paris, and that the supplies were generally imade- 
quate. The bectolitre suld every where from 391. to 
40, and in some Jocalities 421. The price of the 
sack of fleur at Paris and Orleans was 1lU3f. ‘The 
most alarming accouuls had reached Paris from Low- 
er Normandy, and a scarcity was apprehended along 
the coast. At Rouen and Havre the rise was con- 
siderable. Large orders daily arrived in those mar- 
kels from the interior, but could not be executed on 
account of the absence of grain. The price of flour 
ruse Gf. per sack on Friday, at Rouen. ‘The general 
impression was, that the present year would be 
more disastrous than 1847. 

France, like Germany, is menaced with extensive 
emigrutions to America. in Alsace the inhabilanis 
of whole villages ace preparing lo take tueir depar- 
ture In the spring. heir determination so to do has 


vi fued which is higher in Alsace than in any part of 
ine kingdom. 
SPAIN. 

Furiher outbreaks have occurred. The Carlists 
were making great progress iu the north. In Cata- 
jonta they have already appeared in grent lorce.— 
The French government has sent a large military 
force to the frontiers. Projects liad been introduced 
in the chambers at Madrid tor batsing 5U,000 troops 
und borrowing 200 willions of reals. ‘he joan pro- 
duced a fallin the funds. Both projocts were under 
devale. 

SWITZERLAND. 
Geneva, Feb. 23.— The institution of a general coun- 
chi, as demanded vy the revulution of Octuver Jas, 
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10 UUU voiers, ud Is li- 
Memes v 


has Deen cairiod into eliecl 
Is COMpored ol UpWards vl 


Yesieu will ithe hight lo wow dae ihe 


biic CUBLCHI GA SLULG, AUG UG VUE ddd, Velais vi 


le. islation are abandoned to the grand council which 








has become a merely secondary body. We are very 
eurious to see how the immense council will trans- 


act affairs. 
AUSTRIA. 


Austria has sent more troops to the frontiers of 
Switzerland and Italy, and has just concluded a loan of 
80,000,000, at 5 per cent. Some of the German 
journals state that Austria is increasing her army, 
from an apprehension that events in Italy may call 
for interference which will probably bring her into 
quarrels with France. 


BAVARIA. 
The king of Bavaria has become so infatuated with 
a Spanish Cancing girl, named Lolla Montes, that on 
his desiring to create her Countess Von Starenberg 
and endow her with some of the crown domains, his 
ministers have resigned, and there exists an idea of 
declaring him mad, and of calling his eldest son to 


the throne. 
PRUSSIA. 

The emperor of Russia has forbidden the estab- 
lishment of the telegraph in his dominions without 
his permission. War has again commenced on the 
borders of the Black sea; a body of 4000 mountai- 
neers attacked the fortress of Gaga and killed many 
Russians, but were repulsed. 


INDIA AND CHINA. 

The treaty with the Sikhs has been ratified. The 
Scinde force is to be reduced by about seven thousand 
men; the frontier force has been strengthened, and 
affairs generally are peaceful and quiet. The chole~: 
has visited Madras, but was on the deelime. 

‘he Pope is makir g new conessions to the Jews, 
aid the sultan in Turkey 1s doing the same towards 
the christians. 
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LATEST FROM OUR ARMIES. 

What a week of intense anxiety to this whole 
country. How many throbbing hearts, atthe moment 
we pul this paper to press, are aching with suspease 
and yet dreading to hear (he intelligence that is ex- 
pected every hour. 

Gencral BcotT, with the main body of our choicest 
troops, as at ihe last dates, on shipboard, on the 
very eve of moving to the assault of Vera Cruz. The 
next arrival may tell of triumph or of defeat,—but 
of blood, and of loss of wmany lives, beyond doubt. 

General TayLor, when our last accounts left him, 
was on the very eve of being attacked by Santa 
Anna, with the main body of the Mexican army.— 
Numcrous Mexican reports say that battles took 
place, resulis variously stated. ‘The most probable 
uf them is, that au attempt was made by Minon to 
surprise ‘laylor on the night of the 22d February, at 
Agua Nueva, 18 wiles beyond Saltillo, and that the 
Mexicans were severely repulsed, losing 400 men. 
The next morning Gen. Taylor it is believed retired 
'0 Saitillo,x—where, according to some accounts, 
another engagement took place;—accourding to others 
Taylor fell back to Monterey without having any 
fight. All is uncertataty and anxiety. 

‘This painful suspense is heigtitened by the fact, 
that Communication froin Monterey to Matamoros 
has been cut off. It is a striking circumstance, that 
at Matamoros on the J1th of Macch, they had no 
intelligence from General Taylor later than the 2ist 
Pebruary,—and that our latest advices from him, 
reach us through the city of Mexico! Whatever may 
have been the result of the collision of the two hos- 
tile armies, General j'aylor’s position must be pain- 
jul and precarious. 1i wm Montevey,he may be there 
invested by a portion of Santa Anna’s army, whilst 
with the remainder of his Mexicans that dexterous 
commander way unite with the forces under Urrea 


, |; aud Canales, that have already cut off communica- 
been taken in Consequence of the excessive dearness | 


lions in the rear of General ‘Taylor, and together 
make a dash ior Camargo, Matamoros, and the vast 
military stures that are known to be there in depot, 
amounting it is Said, to six or sevei millions in value. 
Che commander at Camargo was evidently startled 
by the responsibilily of tiis situation, when he des- 
patched an officer to Washiigton with a requisition 
un the president tor filty tuousand wen. 

We have no further inteiligenee this week from 
Santa Fe, which our last week’s advices |il in a 
stale of greal alarm, in conseq ience of the imsurrec- 
tionary movement, and muruer of Governor Bent 
and lits companions in that vicinity, Col. Douiphan’s 
command was leit in iwmineagt perii—and feartu: 
apprehensions are enlertaiued lor the fate of every 
une ol the detachments of the “army of the north.” 

Pie artival of the schooner Hume, at N. Orleans, 
l'amp.co dates to the 7th instant. The 
sunStauce of the news by her is, thal— 

Geserai Parrerson icit Paupico on the 25, in 
the steamer Alabama, to take command of his divi- 


Lui tiishes 


‘vessels, now due and expected daily at that port, 
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sion under General Scott, —General Pillow sailed gt 


the Sth,—and Generals Quitman and Shields Wert 
to leave Tampico on the 8th, and 650 of their tid 
accompanied by General Jesup, and Surgeon Gen, 
Lawson. All! the squadron from Lobos and Tamp; 
co, were to rendezvous at Anton Lizardo, from 
which, it is not likely that General Scott ' won 
proceed to land without being joined by the office, 
just named. : 

At Tampico, every hour some new Mexican Vere 
sion of the affairs between Santa Anna and Genera) 
Taylor seems to have been received from the Meyj, 
cans—no one could tell what to rely upon. The 
last postscript received was from Mr. Kendal] to the 
Picayune, dated the 7th, says: General Taylor hg 
had no fight, but has fallen back on Saltillo and 
Monterey.”’ 


Revo.ivtion In Mexico.—By way of Tampico We 
learn that on the night of the 26th February, a po, 
tion of the National Guard in the city of Mexicg 
made its first essay at a pronunciamento. The regis 
ments known as the “Independence” and ‘Hidalgo» 
the battalion of “Victoria,” and a part of the bodic 
of ‘‘Mina,” of ‘‘Zapadores,” and of “‘Chalchicomula.” 
under the orders of Gen. D. Martias Pena y Barr. 
gan, proclaimed a “plan.” ‘The government had x 
its disposition to oppose this revolutionary attempt 
800 troops in the citadel, the 6th permanent infantry, 
the squadron of Pajaca and those bodies of the Ny. 
tional Guard not in favor of the pronunciamento. 
Gen. Canalizo, as commander-in-chief, was preparing 
to attack the revolutionary forces with a column of 


1,000 men. 


The New Orleans paper says, ‘‘We know not the 
issue of this revolutionary attempt, but incline to the 
opinion that it will be successful. Mr. Kendal] 
writes that it has succeeded and that Gen. Salas is in 
power. He founds his statements on reports at 
Tampico. Our papers are not late enough to veri 
fy them. The administration of Farias has lon 
been tottering and has in all probability succumbed.” 





FAMINE IN IRELAND. 

The London correspondent of the National lutelli 
gencer writes on the 24th ult. that “we have infor 
mation that according to constabulary reports, the 
deaths that have already occurred in Ireland from fan- 
ine and its attendant miseries, run up to the frightful 
amount of fifty thousand persons.” 


The consumption of bread stuffs per month is cal 
culated as being twelve millions of bushels. ‘The im 
portation of the necessary quantity from abroad will 
give employment to one million seven hundred and 
twenty five thousand tons of shipping. 

Every day was diminishing the scant stock of pro 
visions on which millions had mainly to depend tor 
five months subsistence. 

Some consolation is derived from noticing the il 
mense quantities of bread stuffsthat are being shipped 
from our ports towards relief. During the week 
ending yesterday, twelve vessels cleared from Balte 
more for Europe, with cargoes comprising 31,894) 
of flour, 850bbis. corn meal, 8,893bush. of wheal, 
and 129,809bush. of corn. Twenty-two vessels a 
now loading here with bread stuffs for the same des- 
tination. Upwards of 30,000 barrels of flour reac 
edthe city, and over 20,000 were sold during the 
week. 


Brean Srvurrs—Exported from Norfolk, Va. The 
Norfolk Beacon contains a list of the vessels that hav’ 
loaded at that port with grain, flour, and meal, for ex 
port, since the Ist of January 1847. The list colle 
prises 8 ships, 7 barques, 7 brigs, and 4 schooners— 
Their cargoes comprised 420,793 bushells of gral 
3,581 bbis. flour, and 4,128bbls. meal The names of 
9 ships, 7 barques, 8 brigs, and 1 schooner are also 
inserted, all of which are now loading with brea 
stufls at that port. Then follows the names 0 Ke 
ships, 2 barques, 4 brigs, and 3 schooners, in all 2 


take cargoes of grain. 
Porato Crov. Early potatoes, which are rae 
by artificial means to a considerable extent in the neig™ 


borhood of London, have all been found more oF les J 


tainted already this season with the rot, creating * 
rious apprehensions for the ensuingcrop. 1 ures 
have also been infected. Great efforts are maki%$ 7 
obtain potatoes for seea, of which nothing like a0 * 
equate quantity is to be had. 
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